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LOADSA’ REVIEWS! 
A PUNK ROCK COMPETITION! 


AND A WHOLE LOT MORE BESIDES!!! 


ee : 
“LIKE MY HAIR, Ts S BEYOND REPAIR"...AS THE SONG GOES... 
a Mea PROS 

“Hey Kids! Here’s yet another fantastic issue of PUNK SHOCKER 

} featuring an exclusive ANGELIC UPSTARTS interview & a brain- 
teasing punk shocking prize-winning competition. Pius you might 
just be lucky punk cuz the first 500 copies of the fanzine (out of the 
print rum of 1,000) come with a special limited edition DARBY CRASH 
sticker - woo hoo! 


; This i issue is chock-a-block with reviews because the last issue was » ‘ 


not [printed ‘til mid-2000, plus I’ve had a lot of other commitments to |} 
fulfil - 1 aint a non-stop punk machine, y know. The fanzine was 3 
meant to be scaled down to imini-zine status! but what d’ya know, 
this is bigger than ever - a whole 32 bulging pages of punk shock 
action, baby! | had planned to interview RUDIMENTARY (PENI & ‘ 
spent ages thinking of original & thought provoking questions, Alas, |; 
the weirdos (ha!) never replied, maybe they bask in their elusive 
image of mystery; but lets face it they've never come anywhere near 
to matching the brilliance of “Death Church”. However, one bands = / 
loss is another bands gain & | am very proud to present a real scoop, i 
ah interview with Mensi, charismatic leader of THE ANGELIC 
UPSTARTS. A band who've released a host of classic anthemic 
records & aint afraid to make a stand against the racists. | honestly 
believe that this is an all time classic interview of all time, & 
_ excerpts will be appearing lin Kid Stoker's “Ol! Stories Vol. 2” hook = 
q ae a ey ee GE | cool! 
PUNK “SHOCKER #44 ard be ‘the last ever fanzine & this time mean jt, but I promise you it % ‘ 
really will go out with a bang. The reasons for my retirement are that its all becoming too 
much & Ive got other things in my life to concentrate on, Plus after over a decade of 
producing zines, | think that Pve put more than enough back into a counter culture that has fis =a 
given me so much, Basically I’m finding it all exhausting : & as Mia sang, “and now | am mi 


hi only war”, & herve ino pene in ae | , Ed 
,, =, \. Ly woNe 


This issues SHOCKER SQUAD is - Andy Shocker; Mr. tthey conten THE GERMS, they got it” 
Price; Mensi & THE ANGELIC UPSTARTS; Thee Champ, Little Colin & Lee - technical 
assistance; Sime & Robert Jobson - political correspondents; J Julia = artist of the highest 
calibre & the Ghost ‘o Darb! Front cover photo by Steve Gutvart & used with —— - 


honest! kab 
A ae” Ae ill | 
Thanks to all the bands/ labels! zines who sent stuff in for review & sincerest thanks ‘to al 
those ‘aonb helped sell PUNK SHOCKER - will remember you. Thanks & love to all the 
ist remember: « ; if 


“Flesh a! blood are whe ¥ we are, 

flesh & blood are what we are, 

flesh & blood are who we are, 
our cover is blown”. 


Th G 


“Contact: Punk Shocker, P. 0. Box I.T.A, 
. Newcasile Upon Tyne, NE99 ITA, England. 
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By Hey inde — ene please be patient, am a punk machine a? aumail machinel ~ 
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“S* IS FOR SHOCKER. 
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ain Le NY 
Fes, that’s rs right kids, wint free records & CDs in the last ever PUNK SHOCKER: etition, 
rock snot pickers out there have 4, chance to see if all that cider really has rotted euaiee roletory 
ansieer the follorsing 10 questions (there's even clues to help you) & send your ansuers to Punk Shocker 
int —* —. pou get to chovse + items off the 2 hard list, 2 PRIZE —3 items off the bist 
mts, pins pou get your namie in, ke ? 
ila sel i fog pero ind pg agape of last oh? Plus everpene whe. ete 8 gots « 
a ee UN A Selene Env Os 
J, “He's got no job, no place to: 90, o, we salute you, American Wino...give him a drink, / Ameren Wino” are 
lyries from the tithe track - American Wino - of which seminal US punk bands’ debut long player? ; 
| (CLUE - {t was a big influence on POISON IDEA, especially the front cover rfl of Punk” LP) 
2s)” WR A r 
2. Which infamous punk/Ol! band! were originally known as COMING BLO 


= (CLUE — Cheek out the 4” & final LP in the OF series of compilations “OR 
soon became megalomania: 
Ea 


Sli, oT 
3. Three ap ele UK ‘punk eye in the late 70"sfearly 80's all recorded different songs called, “So 
Se le They're ‘ve all from ¢ the Soft South). uth). 


h ey own independent record label was alled Fatal Rreetion Records? 
it 


What”. 


iS Which agend ’ Caiheeuik band originally went under the names NEW ESTABLISH 
TTERED ROCK STARS? (CLUE — They "ve still lying oe black fag of 
WY a Pie e 
6, Name the first hand that ANTI CIMEX* s hgontees walla Sete was in, 
(CLUE — The title of their EP was “Cracked cop skulls”). 


Ys. ff » | 
7. Which hands debut EP was entitled “Machine Gun Idiot" & debut LP was called “Bunks i 
Machine"? (CLUE - Former, & slim, members of the, ee ser POISON IDEA os baa i 


Bs is 


aes 2 Which COCKNEY. REJECTS song contained: ‘the poctie lines of “Dr Marten hoot & iron bars, * 


smash the coaches or de ‘em in the cars"? 
| (CLUE — ~ This was before Stinky changed his name to Jefferson & be became a vietim of the cheap wine), 


| 2, 2. Name the hometown of a American HC band NEGATIVE APPROACH. (CLU 


i TIE BREAKER — To win, 
they taking the piss out of? 


IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF... 


MATTY BLAGGER, 
NUT— INCEST 8ROS., 
MIK — STALINGRAD/ IRON FIST, 
JAS TOOMER - URKO & PUNK SHOCKER COMPETITION WINNER, & 
GAV — NEWTOWN GRUNT, ADIOS AMIGO, 


BROTHERS, YOU WILL ALL BE SADLY MISSED. 


“WELL FUCK THE SCENE AND ALL THAT BULLSHIT, 


is ; 
teers oleh fabs ort shoes oar va Banas 

‘Was completed in Sept "9. The REVIEW POLICY ix 
that everything gets a fair heating, the awards range 

Tram -SSS3S - punktastic, to-S< as cool as beings | 
Young Conservative. Feel free ta send 


“helt eerie & [mean bother sie y 


80's street punk band & to be honest they still soem suck 
iva that ora & haivon’t really progressed. Trax Vike SHAME 
& PLENTY do stand out, but overall they Pail to pack a 
panch. However, pe py 0 is innpressive & well 


also inchaded are the title trax off both mew 77s, } 
& ther have shirts, badges, revords & agape - 


td. Mainly for old soho! punkurs. $38 


Here's TMBS ful a 10 sliees 
‘of fas straight-ahead punk rock mischief in under 20 
sHinutes. Cool susie Ww! a Solid sound but lyrically they 
che Constructive to Say, Wi some ber deomegete 


% Se rE lead ton Tekyo. cm 
cosef siucally tinge power punk that brings tominda 
host of vintage Jap HC bands like LIP 4 
oogonia? ag aah front: ss too. 
eheck ‘em oat! S358. 


easy we thei imagory of FLUX'S pacifism & 
SEDIMIONISCATHA’S Celtic hentage. They perform 
une epic track, w/ acoustic interludes, which reminds ime 
of some of the more contemporary anzrdho-punk bands 
Tike DISAFFECT, expecially the abrasive fermale vox, 
pect wapressive, NOISE POLLUTION play average 

wi basic music & ¥, — ‘d 


: DOOM crast/punk 
AE cS wore effective tive tho’, $88, 


~~... cuts of glainfold 
schoo! puilk thea plods along but licks power & 
conviction. The flipside 2 a SWEET vover from “74. 
Pull colour cover which % com bat whan d'ya expect 
lama hia 


eye aint & Z 
B iinore like mods thah puns! Anyway, for those of you 4 


Sessions from °77, 78 & 1980 pls THE BOYS “In | 


who did dig that groove this C.D fixaures 3 Peel AS 
Concert” . Full coloar packaging but ‘is just aint my 


it’s wend having to review a tribute C, 

‘bend thai I newer rated anyway. This is an international 
orp. Bul too inany ands fail 1 inake the grade. 
However, top of the class ave THEE MICHELLE GUN 
‘ELEPHANT (only Japanese band could have a naine 
ag crazy as that’), GANGBANGERS (Pra), CHINESE 
TARRAWAY (Swe) & FLAN SYSTEM (Pia). ‘The rest 
j S ehavaint abt bh meal $. 


GRISLY GHOSTS are cari 
although this is more garage 
zoo cuts neatly packaged ~ 
fine live. $8: 


Yankee chaos purix wy the UK82 image that THE 
CASUALTIES adhere 1, but these giry’s have more 
Substance to ther style & tell 1 ike ft ts, Cool 
packaging wi lyrix & full colour pix big haircuts, 
‘rnusivally it’s fast & furious — — total grapple punk, wi 


6BZ). 
BGG RAW area rejatively few band from Gloweesiar, 
dawn sar, you slag. ‘This is their debut & the distorted 
guitar sound reminds tne of carly 80°s enarvho-punk 
bands. Kinda Sitlar to RUDIME! INTARY PENT 

giwork. They do experi 


SR TONES TE BUZZTOC i { 
ad, The tip So =the i | 


A RT (Jap) — Complete Agsfortely (1990-93) 

| (Vinvl Japan), 

19 cuts of Japanese thrash punk mayhem, capeuring 

ASSFORT at their best, This is explosive w/a thunderous 
_ Sound! but the vox are a little weak & monotonous, 

especially on their early releases, ASSFORT are clearly 

influenced by UK legends DISORDER & ENT, plus: 

| compatriots CONFUSE & ASBESTOS. The front cover 

} shows the singer swallowing the mic & w/ song titles like: 

Keep My lind Up, Honest Te Goodness & Give Tt Mouth, 

fuck knows what they're sereaming about, ‘Their newer 


material is outstanding, “rip shred killer” te coin a phrase! | 


1 Also available on one cool picture dise = woe hoo! $$$%. 


| DISCLOSE (Jap) — Nightmare Of Ruulity 12" (MCR), 


Zero marks for eres » & originality, but you've gotta 
hand it to ‘em, DISCLOSE sound more like: 
DISCHARGE than DISCHARGE do! 10 trax of raging 
) W-beut, raw punk a la “Why” wi plenty of songs about 
war, Cool sleeve design & neat packaging wé a band 


! biography & huge DiScography.. It’s enough to make you J 


believe that Stoke is part of Kochi City! $93. 


’ Di 

SANDIE Sts 2" Tt which combines the 77 punk styles 

of THE CLASH? SLF/ THE JAM, but lacks the raw 

energy of their debut 7”. Suilll it's enjoyable Secunia 

sult wi a full colour cover, even, the ” Ww $ tor 
ce $$3 

PRESSURE POINT (US) - Life's Bluod MINT CD. 


! (TKO) 


‘This is pool & refreshing, like a good pint of snakebite, 
pewertul but catchy Ol! That is both progressive & 
sincere, PRESSURE POINT blast thru | song to. the next 
w/ an awesome sound produced by Lars outta RANCID. 
The title wack is a workers righty anthem & the: closing 
out ig sung in Spanish, good to see a multicultural OF 


x. band. They even. cover New Age by BLITZ, which was , 
» Just before they went New Romantic, BUT I cant 


imagine these boys doing that! A grand release but T 
reckon a6 tack 12” would've been a better format, SHS. 
i f — aya 
DEAD END CRUISERS (USWTHROW AWAY 
ENERATION (US) — Punk Rock Double Fi 

EP. (Unity Squad, 'S6 

The DEAD END CRUISERS hick off this split 7” wé 2 

tray that are heavily influenced by THE CLASH circa 
7%, Pretty enjoyable w/ a bit of punk philosophy about 
the difficulty today’s punk bands have in getting 
racognition, & how: your idols become, idles & let you, 

| down, THROWAWAY GENERATION serve up some 
rough raw street punk, & the first wack reminds me, of 
RANCID crossed wé RED ALERT. It's certainly old 
school wi some. cook street life lyin, $$91/2, 


| (JAP), (Real Deal Ree s. Distributed — MCR) 


The kids they come from everywhere, the East 5 nds all 
around — even in downtown Osaka & Kyoto. This was 
recorded live on THE WARRIORS tour of Japan & the 
sound quality is superb, The boys trom Heme Buy treat 
us to more-songs about aggro, fooiy, getting yer hair cut 
& diamond gewzers. Many of the Jap bands, try their beat 
but lack originality, the best are THE GRIFFIN, 
SANDIEST, Tes CREED & MEL RMINA TIONS 
w/ their own brand of skinhead reggae. The insert has a. 
collection of photos of West Ham shirts & tatloos vf 


| plenty of male bonding. $33. 


P 


. (Rejected). 
| Grat title & yet another HB release, blimey there have 
been mone HIB releases in the last few menths than there 
was when they were grinding their axes against authority. 
Ones: Seotty's lesson in, trainee: accounting is over, the 
lads get cracking & you can immediately see why they 
were Ulicé. seminal crustpunk band. This collection, 
consists of some blinding unreleased wax fem te 
Deadtock Session, & a, couple of exhilarating live cuts, 
Also included une tax. off the legendary RIPPERCRUST 
'& HATE MILITIA Demos, the title trick of the latter is. 
| an AMEBDNesque epic. There are also rehearsal tray, 
some unmixed trax from the Darkness LP (are these 
really nvcessary?), some: tedious samples & a remixed 
cut, Cool colourtel packaging w/ phatos, invelligent lyrix 
& a list of metal bands who have ripped if Seruff, plus 
another misanthropic rant by Serul whieh | agree win 
part, but the few sincere people really de make it 
worthwhile. This is the stull for crust maniacs. $$$1/2. 


Here are ~ my blood boiling songs” trem + punk bands 


4 trom Toyama, Japan, ‘The CD: kicks off w7 4. fast & 


, of thrash from, UNUSUAL, Nent up are 
NOISE ERROR-w? their energetic raw 77 style punk like 


B carly STALIN/SWANKYSISEX PISTOLS, total poge 


| punk & undoubtedly the best band on here, FTD are more 
thrash meial than thrash punk & FURAN play syadard, 
erusty punk but the mix ts dult'Commm.... Duff) & the vox. 


Blast Rees. Diytro— MCR) 

‘This certainly is a deadly noise blast, 6 cuts of fast raw HC 
that produces maximum aural damage! The opening track 
is- similar to the inico trom EINT’S “tn. It For Life™ s 

LP, & their other inNuences. are KURO, ASSFORT & 
!DISORDEAARRGGHI! Cracking chaotic crust, even wi 
a bit ef yodelling, & the front cover is as punk as fuck! 


= atti 
OWAWAY & TION (US) — Alive In The 
cay C.D. itv Squad, $11 
ppd). 


These: young punx play traditional punk rock'n'roll, kinda 
like THE CLASH, RANCID & touches of early RED 


| ALERT, but more rough & ready. The production is a 
| lithe on the weak side-as the 2 guitars don’t really come 


thru, but some of the lyrix are cool — stinging attcks on 
Amerikkka, & the packaging is pretty stylish, S33. 


BUG CENTRAL— Meek Will inherit Nothing, 

tn OF Olt. £5.50 ppd cheques to T. Thomas. 
Bug Centrat c/o 18 Taplow House, Thurlow Street, 
Landon, SE17 2US), 
‘What's this doing on an Oi! Jobel I hear you ask (yeah T've 
gol good hearing), well they were the only ones who 
showed any interest, maybe it’s cos BUG CENTRAL 


FILTH, w/ angry Iyrix which verge on the poetic at times! 
‘The artwork’s cool bul the cheapskate label provide 
minitnal packaging. BUG CENTRAL had a bigger 
Fevording budget this would've been a classic, & wot no 
gectar solos? These are one of the best of the current erop 
Of punk bands, & as Jerry A wrote “they say the ineek will 
inherit the earth, but who's gonna pay ihe Ux? $$$122. 


RYDELL —Home E.P. (Flame Ono, Cuntact-3 * 
Underhill Lano, Maresfictd, Sussex, TN22 3AY. 

‘The press release says these 4 cuts are nel gute 
RYDELL'S nomnal siyic, presuming thai Pve heard of 
“em before, Well | aint that hip, & i might be just as well 
os these wiplugged emotional cries do ralhin’ for ine. 


Very arty & v. tedious. $ 


Cheers to Mik for sending this 7° in, 1 caught the mighty 
RESTARTS AT Brum punx picnic & they rocked the 
house down w/ their abrasive punk rock: plus cool covers | 
of G.G Altin& THE DICKIES (not SABBATH) = yeah! 
Anyway, here are 3 new cuts, the production is tinny & 
the vover pic ait 10 clear, bul oul of it all THE 
RESTARTS come thru w/ all guns blazing, Raging punk 
rock W/ honest sovial commentary Shows thet THE 
RESTARTS are one chiss et! BROKEN produee some 
groovy New Haven HC punk, sounding hike a cross 
between early P.L& DOOM - but not quite as classy. 
They atiavk fat zine writers (who? ‘Trev?), the war on 
drugs, & will be punx for life, As usual THE RESTARTS 
Win another battle of the bands. $$$. 

EA A; 


; {mere 300 copies 
(inking ita collector nerd special), & is mere rock than 
pink. It reminds me of fellow Jops THE GRIFFIN & later 
RED ALERT/COCKNEY REJECTS material: it’s v, j 
technical & peppered w/ plenty of'solos. 1 can’t make head | 
nor tail of most of their Iytix, & the ones that do make 
Sense are about beiny a happy & content fetory worker, 
& Why you should conforma to please your Mum (I kid you | 
hot!). Altho this is different, it just aint punk enough J 
altitude wise for tae, $$. : 


Surely this is a contrvdiction in torms, who'd want to 
Pay tribute to a bunch of moralistic macho morons 

Whose Main gripe wi life is peopte who enjoy a pint, & 
Whose mitin aim is to promote the unity & brotherhood | 
(no sisters tho") in the M.-F scene, This is generic to 

Say the least, featuring BLOOD FOR BLOOD, TEN 
YARD FIGHT, 30 SECONDS OVER TOKYO, plus 
THE MIGI ITY MIGHTY BOSSTONES & THE 
DROPRICK MURPHYS who ta their credit iy 
Something a little different, ‘This gets a bia PUNK 
SHOCKER thumbs down & is enough ryt you to 
drink! $, li eres 


BEERZONE ~ They Came, They Saw, They 
Conquered €.D ®lat/T.K.O), ‘ 

The press release bo of a Street punk sensilion W7/ GX- 
members oF INTENSIVE CARE, but in wiih Uris ts just 
THE GONADS all over again, & they" re crap? Themes 
covered involve mind-numbing soaps, getting pissed (cos: 
they"re from Sussex & hard — yeah, right) & Gazza. And it 
gets worse, Gold Digger makes vou cringe wi the lines 
“fulian Clary, shirt lifer”, it’s hike Brave Forsyth ste 


wore ke it, a 16 Gack comp. Where soi 
today’s’ top bands pay their respetts to the highly 
inspirational RUTS. Ironically, al the time of conducting 


wx, this review, it’s almost 20 yeurs to the day since Malcolm 


Owen died. There's a great written piece by Jon Active on 
what THE RUTS meant to him, a feature on APA & an 
interesting band interview al the cad of the C/D about the 
tragic deinise of the band. Cool covers by EXTERNAL 
MENACE, BAD INFLUENCE, TRAVIS CUT, TOFFEE 
HAMMER, RUNNIN’ RIOT & RED ALERT = 
thankfully its Rot a BON JOVI cover! Plus some blinding 
punky-reggae by EX-CATHEDRA ~ everyone's favourite 

7 soup dodgers, SCAM & STRIKNIEN D.C. A second 
‘volume is planned & this isa must for all RUTS/okd 
school punkers, $335. 4 — 


BLOOD OR WHISKEY (EIRE)— S/T CD (Rejected), 
I'll take the whiskey - add lemonade & ive, grand! This is 


, BLOOD OR WHISKEY’S debut 16 tracker & is tolally 
, Original, as they mix ‘tradidonal Irish folk music w/ punk 
, rock, & il works magically, They*ve been compared to 


THE POGUES & THE CLASH but this is like a breath of j 


q iresh air. Some superb trax, especially TARE ME. 


ALONG, GOODBYE MY GIRL & their cover of THE 
MERO. | bet these guys are incredible live, This brings 
batk great memories of the Emerald iste & all the grand 
folk P've met on iny visits. 11) drink to tha’ $8$S 


es i 

ife Vol. 4 Comp. C.D {MCR), 
This is the 4” in the series & is the bost yet us 15 bands 
batlle i out thru 27 trix. EXCLAIM get things going in 
fine style w/ their insane 1,000 rniles/hour punk thrash, 
they manage to make LOS CRUDOS seem slow! Apart 

from a tew dodgy metal/goth/HiC bands, the rest is damn 


| ine. HUMAN DESPAIR & SCUB JUDGE putin pretty 
5 200d perform t there are 4 couple of grand 77/82 
j punk bands including THE FUTURES. which mm 


pleasant change, With The Shocker being a trash liend, 
top bands are CHANGE OF MIND & GROWL. who blast 
out sore bruia) vintage HC. $$51/2. 


their punk 
scene is really happening (unlike their football) - & this 
CID bears testimony to that fact. Theres a wide variety of 
sounds here w/ 3D SCREAM’S ska punk, BURNING 
BOY*S SNUF esque pop punk, THE DESTRUCTO'S & 
4 PAST MIDNIGHT’S old school punk, THE HAPPY 
SPASTIC’S CHAOS U.K inspired chaos & DUB 
SKIELPOR’S bizarre folk: punk. Stand out bands are THE 
GRISLY GHOSTS OF GUY w? spooky garage-punk, + 
CRITIKILL whose guitar powered punk reminds me of 
the mighty LEATHERFACE, MACHINE GU 
BYIQUETTE’S energetic punk rock &. It , 
GOBLINS ~ Embru’s answer to THE MIs But top 
of the class are EXCATHEDRA wy the tide track off their 
new LP, these guys just get better & better, & “TELE 
NEWTOWN GRUNTS whose slice of bar stool 
philosophy is the best song on the CD, This goes to prove 
that THE GRUN'TS don’t just win battle of the bands thry 
bribery & thréats alone! A mighty fine comp. Altho the 
packaging should have been better «/ each band having a 
page lor their spiel. Good stat! $$$3 
(£6 ppd t» Callum Masson, 12 Crusader Cres... Stewarton 
East Ayrshire, KA3 3BL). The folks who brought you this 
CD also do RUNNIN’ FEART FANZINE whieh is alwi 
cool so white for detai 7 


‘This is the follow up to their highly acclaimed (well, in 
PUNK SHOCKER at least) Liquid Courage CD, & the 
boys stick w/a Winning formula, Powerlul’n’ punchy street 
punk that tells it like itis, packed full of energy & pure 
punk action. Yet it's @ shame this is se shert, only 3 new 
cuts & a cover ofa legendary WEIRDOS song, & vinyl 


sure beats mini CDs man. This. was recorded w/ 2 different g 
drummers, cos tiwir original sicksman lérie has suifered a f 


series of strokes — we all wish him well, Great band, kids, 
SSS. a ern 1 € 


Punch Drunk C.D (T 
This ts a 20 wack sampler of the bands currently-on the 
books of TKO records from San nnciseo Amongst them 
are housvhold names sueh as PEYER & TEST TUBE, 


# BABIES, SWINGIN’ U'TTERS, DROPKICK MURPETYS 


& ANTI-HEROS. However, the new enthusiastic hands 
{rom the stable show the more established acts how it’s 
done. Both PRESSURE POINT & THE WORKIN 
STIFFS, produce raw working class Olt; whilst 
ELECTRIC FRANKENSTEIN treat us to their very own 
brand of punk rock & roll, & the REDUCERS SF Sack at 


A w/a track full of melodies, THE BRLTONES are the best 


band on TKO without doubt, w/ stylish early 
LEATHEREACK/ SLF inspired punk rock anger & 
passion, & are quitt/head & shoulders above the rest! A 
neat comp. w/ colourful snazzy packaging. SSS.12. 


“THE PORK DUKES - All The Filth C.D (Vinwt 


Japan). : 
Tif PORK DUKES were one of the original ollensive 
70°s punk bands from Essex (oh no) & this reira. CD 
includes their three 7’s (oh baby), the best cuts olf their 2 
LPs & previously unreleased material, Musically it’s ¥. 
dated, kinda like a tacky glampunk combination; & whilst 
some of the trax are really comy, athers are mildly 
amusing: bur not too outrageous, altho maybe it was more 
tg in its day. Good packaging W/ 2 pretty Tuany 
band biography telling how MELODY MAKER refused 
to review their Melody Maker You're Just A Buneh OF 
Wankers single. humourless & pretentious or what? As the 
‘vou can’t change the world, you might as well 
offend it Also ventains a classic PARENTAL, 
ADVISORY sticker which reads “swallow sperm™! $9172, 


THE HEADPALL ATTITUDES (DEN) — Good Bov 


MINI C.D (Contact — Mads Jensen, Meinungyade 14 ¥ 
| STV. 2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark). 


‘tnever heard of many punk bands fren: Denmark, 
his is anything to ge by then things are just tine, A 
6 tack mini CD (vinyl ules man), of rough beer swillin? 
punk reck; vou can tell these dudes are influenced by 
early mid POISON IDEA, early LEATHER ACE & z 
hint of MOTORHEAD wi growling aleoholic bes, 
The feoording is pretty raw hut it’s alll the guys could 


afford & this shows potential for sure. A band w wateh out | 


; for im the future. $$$1/2. 


THE DWARVES (US) — Come Clean’ C.D (Epitaph). 
‘This came W a press release from Epitaph saying hew 
THE DWARVES do what they want & don’t care, yet 
ally enough THE DWARVES have just been kicked 
vid label! Anyway, another great front cover 

which displays elements of femininity that I like — as Sir 
Les Patterson would say! Obviously beating the YOUNG 
& GOOD LOOKING album would take some doing, but 


j Dlag & the boys make a valiant attempt. However this is 


totally overproduced, real fancy ass & THE DWARVES 
have lost some oftheir rawness, BUT this is (ull of 
innuendo as they remain the Kings of Depravivy, baby, 
There ure plenty of classics here = BETTER BE WOMEN, 
WAY OUT & PRODUCTION VALUR put RIVER CITy 
(RAPIST) is so dodgy, totally over the top. 1 found ACT 
LIKE YOU KNOW hilarious whieh is ken of?'a 
NIRVANA lil where THE DAWRVES bassist kicks 

V in the face. 47 the inumortal lines of “aet the 

get fucked, that"s what I always. say!” What a 


band elt? $$$91/2. 


| THE REAL KIDS (US) — Down To You CD/DP (TKO). 


This is a pretty unformnate: band name when the members 


Bed all look distinguished at best, but these 4. cuts are off THE 


REAL KIDS first LP tr 20 years, Not only do they look 
like THE. RAMONES, their sound is similar & also 
reminiscent of THE UNDERTONES & THE 
BUZZCOCKS. Well-produced melodic 70°s pop punk bur 


! tao sweet & dated, $3. 


~F,; i 
Talkin’ Trash C.D(TKO) 
12 slices of sleazy garage/glanv(a ttle) punk & rock ‘n 
roll mish mush that sounds like.“ 


B POLLS & THE NHEARBREAKERS, & is firmly stuck in 


that 70°s era. ‘There is nothing startingly new or original 
here, it’s all been done. belore. & there's no future in the 
past! Every single song is about “my baby” (¥AWN), but 
Jet’s hope it’s not the one on the front cover, altho, Trev'd 
be snillling around after | pint in Luckies, whilst feeling 
lucky! Next... 31/2. 


wri UNCLE SILAGE, 


Unless you live in the countryside or work in agriculture, the Foot & Mouth Disease 
(FMD) debacte will mean little more than what appeared on the TV news or in the | 
“papers. Everyone heard about the problems of disposing the animals, the millions of 
untainted creatures being slaughtered, and of course the farmers who were awarded 
millions in Compensation. _anaaaaeemmas 


Undoubtedly, there were many farmers who lost their entire means of living petites Pe | 
the crisis - and who can blame anyone for accepting a hand out from the age 
when times are hard? But there was criticism too, after all, who was going to aa soe 
those in the tourist industry (which lost far more revenue than the de a 
industry) and didn’t the farmers already get shedloads of cash in subsidies an 4 9 
fuel? Where was the compensation when heavy industry went down the pan 
helped the miners, steelworkers and shipbuilders? 


The farmers are often viewed in a negative way - sometimes demonised as a bunch of | 
pS right-wing, money grabbers who like nothing better than to “ — 
countryside gentry run amok over their land whilst torturing innocent foxes - an : 

' can be argued as a pretty accurate picture for some (but not all) of them. But they a = 
have a powerful media-friendly ally in The National Farmers Union (NFU) who ensure 4 
that nearly all the media coverage during FMD related to the farmers. Yes all was not | 
well down on the farm, but it was even worse for the lowly land worker. ee 
At the Tolpuddle festival last July, agricultural minister Lord Whitty even ee is f 
much when he said, “Although farmers do have many problems, in many cases od 
people who fare even worse are agricultural workers: for whom there is AO ey 
compensation.” ee BAPE IEEVAS a ‘rae 


Farmers who became depressed during the FMD crisis were given hot-lines to speak to 
counselling staff, after all, mental stress is a terrible condition to suffer and out in the 
sticks you're already isolated in a literal sense. However, the same problems faced the x 
largely ignored workers, who were losing their already terribly underpaid jobs (usually 
National Minimum Wage levels or even less for seasonal workers) with nobody to turn 
to. Farm workers, foresters, vets’ assistants, drivers, abattoir workers, food packers-& - 


bint tcalln Ribbit sbheahtiosit te i 
Farm workers aren't usually unionised, they’re very isolated and there is some 
prejudice towards all things countryside from sections of the political left who can’t 
stomach the fact that farm workers are simply putting food on the table like the rest of 
us, Traditional trade unions don’t seem too bothered about the plight of the rural 
worker so who else can the rural workers turn to? Now that FMD is almost over and 
other stories are getting all the coverage, who will remember the farm workers? And 
H why doesn’t the media, or anyone else seem to care that during the year 2000, some 53 
~ people were killed on farms — four of them were children - whilst the accident rate of 

700 per 100,000 employees is worse than in any other industry including construction? 


FMD caused farmers some terrible pressures and destroyed many of their lives; the 
compensation will help in some way to ease their suffering. Meanwhile, the thousands 

of rural workers who have no voice and ho real representation will suffer in silence and 
jsolation, discarded and forgotten as the next big issue comes along to divert our 
attentions. _ , a _ an \ —7_ 

Eee, Simon Young, December 2001. Extracts from “Landworker” Sept/Oct 2001. 


Hi 8 
EDITORS COMMENT = Some interesting points were raised in the article & | have to 
admit that | aint seen many poor farmers, but I’ve seen plenty of poor farm labourers! 
Yes, most farmers are seen a3 right wing & uncaring, a view a hardly challenged by 
the Countryside Alliance with their “You ‘townies’ don’t live here, you don’t 
understand” repugnant reactionary spiel. It’s funny how at their demos you never see 
7 a heavy police presence & they seem to get plenty of uncritical media coverage. 
| Finally, & most importantly, FMD is not fatal, hence the cull of millions of innocent 
animals was unnecessary. It does affect muscle growth in animals &, therefore, 
a affects meat & milk production, Yet animals are not meatimachines, & pictures of 
death camps did strike a chord with the public & led to many turning vegetarian; & 
they’ve probably just realised how easy & healthy it is a ° 


The ‘War Against Terroismn’ : he 


A Whole Page of Text (and no pictures) by your favourtie ‘Punk Shocker’ pundit, the one-and-only Robert 
Jobson... gti 

After the collapse of the Twin Towers on September 11th we were told that the world would 
never be the same again. Six months on, the most surprising thing is how little the world has changed. 

‘Haven’t we met somewhere before, mousieur?’ As I write this, the news is that the next phase of ‘Operation 

Guaranteed Oil Supply’ er.., no...., sorry, that should read ‘Operation Enduring Freedom’ [sic.] is that Iraq is the next 
on the list of the so-called ‘Axis of Evil’. America, lead by a bloke called Bush, seems poised to whack Saddam, with 
Britain in support. All that sounds vaguely familiar, and, of course, it is, A little over a decade ago America, lead by a 
bloke called Bush, attacked ‘Saddam’, with Britain giving full support. Then the pretext was the invasion of Kuwait, but 
the real motivation was the need to maintain the status quo in the most important oil-producing region on the planet. The 
fact that American did nothing for, for example, the people of East Timor when they were invaded by Indonesia and 
slaughtered in their hundreds of thousands was cited as evidence then of US duplicity. America fought to protect nation 
states when there was money involved.. in the case of East Timor, US envoy Kissinger actually gave the go-ahead to the 
Indonesian invasion, The US was therefore directly culpable in the appalling bloodshed that followed. 

“More deja-vu...’ The ‘war against terrorism’ this time round is also partly about oil. Afghanistan happens to be 
just where the west wants to put a huge oil pipeline. A nice, pliable regime in Kabul is far preferable to those nasty and 
wilful Talibans, who may not ‘play ball’. The fact that the Taliban are a bunch of sexist, homophobic, obscurantist 
fuckers had nothing to do with America’s action, In fact, the Yanks were largely responsible for the Taliban seizing. 
power in the first place. When the Russians invaded Afghanistan in the 80s, America funded and supplied the ; 
Mujahadin, some of whom became Taliban. In fact, Public Enemy No.1, Osama himself, was CIA trained, Again, this all 
sounds very familiar and, again, that’s because it is. In Gulf War No.1 we had Saddam, a US ally against Iran before the 
ally stopped doing what he was told. You’d have thought that the Yanks really had enough enemies already with having 
to create some more, but there you go. ‘ i 

‘Total Shiite...’ So none of this represents any kind of change since last September. True, the US did experience 
the most serious ‘foreign’ attack on home territory in its short history, but those who likened it to Britain’s experiences in 
the Blitz were talking total shite (or should that be ‘Shiite’?). The American public firstly seemed bewildered, and then 
desired revenge. There didn’t seem to be much self-reflection going on: very few Americans appeared to wonder why 
people could hate the US so much that they were prepared to sacrifice their own lives in that way. Even now, I imagine 
there’s very few Americas who have any idea just how fucking long the list of countries that the US has bombed since 
1945 is (of course the ruling class isn’t going to advertise the fact). And it continues. Every American (or British for that 
matter) bomb that drops helps make more ‘terrorists’, as well as killing totally innocent civilians in the process. As 
someone said to me the other day, ‘Bombing for peace is like fucking for virginity’. 

‘Plus ¢a change...’ This has been going-on a long time and nothing hias changed since September 11th, There 
has been no fundamental review in American foreign policy, if anything the America bully has become more aggressive. 
even keener to find countries to bomb and (almost always poor and non-white) people to kill, It’s a dead cert. that at this 
very moment the Yanks are funding some dodgy bunch of right-wing bastards who will crop up again as mortal enemies 
of American ‘Freedom and Democracy’ ™ in the future. Nothing changes, This is state terrorism, another thing that 
doesn’t seem to get mentioned much in the capitalist media; and the US state is particularly good at it. If you have a 
regime they don’t like, the democratically elected Allende government in Chile for example, they’ll support the right- 
wing anti-democratic, opposition. Speaking of democracy, another thing you hear very little about now is how spurious 
Bush’s own claim to power is. He did, after alt, get /ess. votes than his opponent at the presidential elections. On saying 
that, as US foreign policy since 1945 has varied little overall, it’s unlikely that, had Gore (that’s the guy who got the most 
votes). been elected, things would have been significantly different now. 

‘No more French (I don’t know any more) but a few more swear-words (I know a few more of them).’ At 


: present. the most overt and disgusting state terrorism going on is that practised by the Israeli state, which is killing 


Palestinian civilians left-right-and-centré every fucking day that goes by. Israel is America’s ally and the Yanks have 
done next to nothing to put pressure on this ally to stop doing what would be called ‘ethnic cleansing’ if it was happening 
in the Balkans. Then, the Israeli and American states, with so much in common, make good allies. You may have noticed 
that throughout this I've talked about the crimes of the ‘American state’ as opposed to Americans. Many totally innocent 
Americans (as well as citizens of many other countries) were killed on September 11th: janitors, secretaries, firemen. As 
usual, the working class pays for their rulers fuck-ups. These people were not responsible for their country’s murder of 
foreigners, I'd be pretty fucking pissed off if I were targeted by terrorists in response to Blair’s total support for Bush in 
all this. But, if we do oppose this imperialism (for that’s all it is really, and, again, it’s not a new Uhing), then we have to 
stand up and be counted. If, when, Britain supports Bush and attacks the long suffering Iraqi people (guaranteed it'll be 
those at the bottom, as it always is, who get killed, nothing will touch Saddam, who is, of course, a fucker as well) we 
have to make our voices heard and oppose this fucking shite, And, more importantly, so do Americans. 

No war but the class war!!! Death to capitalism!!!! Long live anarchy!!! 


Yell the Rast End really is all around, it’s even reached 
Gile City, Japan where the lads are hited out in footy 
shifts, bleached Ol! jeans & even cloth caps; altho T did 
Spot 2 losers sporting an Everton shirt & a WHG t-shirt — 
oh no! Anyway, this is top UK82 OF OF music a ta 
COCKNEY REJECTS/ RED ALERT/ THE BUSINESS 
wi Stoniming production & catchy melodies, The tyrix area 
little disjointed, the vox could have been more raucous & 
they’ ve even copied Charlie Manpers harmonica solos 
which is quite worrying! Overall, good stuil, the best Jap 

_Oll release since We Stand Fir by THE GRIFFIN. $353 

ta KARATEKA CRUNCH (JAP) - Mini C.D (Ball & 

Elephant Recs, Distributed by MCR), | 4 

These dudes combine an innovative & original mix of 

punk & hip hop w/a dash of funk & metal. It's certainly 

B® creative w/ polished production. & reminds me of KING 
4 


PRAWN & Files IAPS EYE — no pun intendoil! Not i 
really my cuppa, bat it's certainly something avw & tresh. }, 
$88. <a - 


ZEKE (US) ~ Dirty Sanchez C.D (Epitaph), 
Unleashed here are 16 Rast’ furious slives of tuck vou 
punk rock ’n'roll that clock in at just over 20 minutes, This 


" me is a relentless onslaught w/ storming production, backed 
| w/ the anguished screams of a maniac. You cn tell 
they're heavily influenced by THE DWARVES, but there 
are plenty of MOTORHEAD guitar licks & a hint of carly | 
POISON IDEA ehuwked in for good measure. ZEKE 
certainly went to the LEWD/ FEAR school of obnoxious! 
witty lyric writing, total tales of waster deprivation 
“weight of depression, the brewery shutdown”, When 
asked where ihe band sav themselves iin one your they 
replied “oniside the tiquor store w/ no money”, in 5 years 
“athe right hand side of my master, $$35, Af 
c= 


tr oa amy 
JvIA-S eS EE J= c.0. (MR) 
This 1 band comp. has a nght mix of styles & gives some | 
newer bands a chance t be heard, & apart from a few 
pretentious rock banus, it's mighty tine, The best of the 
banch are FLUX CORED WIRE wi their vintage Jap HC 

4 attack, IDOL PUNCH play old school 77 punk like THE 

| SWANKYS, NICE LIFE are more O}! punk & 
VORACIOUS SOUL kick out 2 cuts of fast distorted punk 
like KURO & LIP CREAM. For you noise freaks the 
SLIGHT SLAPPERS & REAL REGGAE are also 
featured, plus FLASH GORDON who sound like our very 
own SAWN OFF, This’! blast yer sovks olf kid. $$$ 
1) Se ee PO 
DEAD END CRUISERS (US)= The Patron Saints OF 
Wheless Lane C.D (Unity Squad), 

Real old school punk rock’n’rall From the CRUISERS 
who manage 1 produce the sound of THE CLASH in their 
prime: sv/ tales of bar room brawls, the boozy boisterous 
gins & staying punk thru thick & thin —whieh reminds me 
of both RED ALERT & RED LONDON. Cool tip-beat 
punk that gets ithe old foot-tapping, w/ grand Iytix “rock & 
£ roll is killing me w/ every chord T play, leave your empty 
bottles on my grave”. $$33 


| THE DAGGERS (US) — Luck Up Your Doughters CD A 


(Unity Squad), 
This is THE DAGGERS debut release, 15 slices of punk 
rock n'rell influenced by the NEW YORK DOLLS/ 
DEAD BOYS, that kinda thing. | dig Drinkin’ Whiskey § % 
With ‘The Devil & Sick Of You, the fast songs are hot but j 
the slow ones are too sleazy & corny for a Prince hike 
inyself. $83 P ' 
we EF, » 
se AEE MENS Se 


MORE REVIEWS - HERE COMES ONE OF 


Ae i4 " 
‘| de ry \ 
MY HEADACHES! 
STRIKNIEN D.C (IRE) — Horses For Courses CD 
(Rejected). ; 
Here's STRIKNIEN’S brand new 1) wack long-player w/ 
a mix of hate-punk & ska, plus plenty of twists & tims. 
There are some tracking songs here - Punishinent OF 
Luxury, No Right To Reply & Squirrelbaitin, w/ lynx 
suaight from the streets of Dublin, & the overall 
packaging is neat. However, this is microwaved punk 
(only Ihot in paves) ax can’t get into the vocals on the 
more Ska/ reggae trax. the mix is a little rough & ils 
rounded olf w/ a KILLING JOKE cover which is no big 
deal, $8$1/2. , 


Twelve Anthe 

~——— es 
ViA— Truc As Steel! 12 Anthems by 6 af the best C.D, 
(Bricks Records. Distro. MCR), 


‘This is totally class, it’s the Japanese answer to Ol! THLE 
ALBUM & the cover pictures all the punx & herberts 


having a knovs up down the boozer, & one cheeky chappy 


has nicked the cozaers hav! Strike a fight! Top of the crops 
ate ALLEGIANCE who play pure 80°s hard as nails OF 
like BLITZ ATTACK. THE CREED are improving all 
the time, SANDIEST now sound like a Japanese JAM, & 
L.R-F had me in stitches, whal opening lines for a song 
“ihought you were a bil of a thick geezer” — must be about 
Trev AGL! The sound quality is top class & there's even 
photos. of Japanese street puns outside Upton Park, Stinky 
& the boys have got a fot to answer for! $355. 


1 dino if these dudes are zillion dollar sudists, but 1 do 
Know that they play RAMONES 
& roll that is produced by Jef Dahl, Yet it's stripped 

down to the basies & too sluggish, w/ lyrix ubout being 


bom to lose, sniffing gluc (honestly!) & other rock & roll + 


habits! $3. ig ar ES), *¢{ ; 


THE GOLDEN GUINEAS-= Rock Action Army =“, 
DEMO. (Bronx Cheer). 5 
THE GUINEAS have exploded onto the scene w/ their 
unique brand of punk rock & roll, & consist of 2 members 
of THE COYOTE MEN & 2 members of THE GREASE 
MONKEYS. | was lucky enough to witness their first 


exhilarating gig. & 1 Knew that these misfits were destined 


for great things. ‘This 8 track derno is more than 
confirmation of this, total “57 rock & roll w/ an abrasive 
garage punk edge that kicks it baby. $538 

Shit Or Bust 7” (Estrus), THE GUINEAS promised on 
the sleeve notes of their demo thal some of the tax were 
de for release on loud vinyl, & here's their debut, The 
lead track ‘Turn It Up is a belter w/a erunching guitar rill, 
b/w Roadside Repair & a classic SUPERCHARGER 
cover, it's algo available on limited edition red wax — 
wow! This is total punk rock & roll action. “Brothers & 
sisters are you ready? Yeah!!!” $388. 


e (ae AF: yi 


inspired shotly punk rork a | 


y 
t 


FORWARD (JAP) — While Vou Alive C.D. (HG Fact, 
401 Hongu-m, 2-36-2 Yayoi-Cho, Nakano, Tokyo 164- 
0013, Japan). 

FORWARD include in their ranks. the bassist & singer 
outta Japanese thrush legends DEATHSIDE, as the 
guitarist went on to form his own band under the punk as 


| fuck name PAINTBOX (21), who are rather splendid toe. 
| After 2 belting FORWARD 7's, here’s the CD which isa. 


thunderous thrash punk assault, just ay intense as 
DRATHSIDE, but without the metal tinges: [shiva"s vocal 
delivery is tremendous, altho he is without the. 1 

mohawk, hut still manages to look hard but fair) Shame 

the CD is so short, 6 new tray & | re-recording but this 
brutal punk package makes FORWARD probably the best 5 
Jap. HC act around at the moment, $$351/2, ot 


ciel” 


M:PATI (SWE) — S/T E.P (Bil R CM, ‘ithelmssun 
Kayerig 2, 12242 Hisings Backa, den). 
) “Phas is the debut release [rom this new label, 7 trax of 


traditional Swedish twash punk that reminds me of a host .J 

of legendary bands like TOTALITAR, NO SECURITY, hs 
SKITSYSTEM & DOOM, The lwix are in their native ls 
tongue se | don’t have a clue what they're shouting about, a 
Wateh out for future BiM releases & there are.also 

coloured & splattered way limited pressings of this 7” (go! 
$$31/2. 


pictures 2 members of HAZARD sporting mohawks & 
wearing mega studded jackets w/ EXPLOITED designs s 
paimed on the back, its so punk that even THIE 
EXPLOITED eirea '$2 would be envious! HAZARD are 
from Tokve & include Ricky from EXTINCT 


8 GOVERNMENT in their ranks, & this is their debut 4° 


wacker which is pretty awesome. Thundering Jap HC punk 
like BASTARD, WARHEAD, DEATHSIDE, w7/ touches 
of mid/late EXPLOITED & DISORDER; unfortunately 
the lead vox are tuo weak for tis crunching punk attack. 
$333. ye 


toe 


| THE QUADRAJETS (US) — All Mv Rowdy Friends 


Are Dead 7" (Brony Cheer). 

Tey buster this is the first coloured vinyl release on Lae 
Svotland’s premier punk rock & roll label, the first 200 w 
copies are on red wax, whilst the other 600 areon black, 


4 THE QUADRAJETS are trom America’s deep south & 


suck it daddio w/ 2 stices of high energy punk rock & rell 
(Yee-Ha), the lead wack being a sineere & fining wibute to 
nas & queens of rock & roll. This is BRONX 
CHEER’S best release yet; all my rowdy [riends are dead 
— Darby Crash, Malcolm Owen, Stiv Bators, Matty 
_Blagger, Mia Zapata. | desperately miss you all, rest in. 


THE BLOODCLOTS (US) — Chaos Dav Is Almost 
- Here! E.P (Outcast Rees. $4.50 to Jack, 2907 S. Court ¥a- 
Hey, this is punk rock w/ a capital ~P”, no GREEN DAY 
radio-lriendly buloney here, this is the real thing! Seattle’ 
my BLOODCLOTS remind me of FINAL, CONFLICT, early 
re BROKEN BONES & vintage ONE WAY SYSTEM ; 

7 Thieyve more studs & spikes than THE CASUALTIES & 
DENIANCK put together, & have really sussed socially 
aware lyrin — great to see a re-politicisation of punk 
teal shame they split just before their Bure tour typical. 2 
Great revord kids, $333. 

, DUMBSTRUCK — If It Aint Broke Don't Fix In EP. 


ii st in Ree 
Blind Destruction 1s up & running again \w/ help trom a 
{ Boro beot boy, & this is DUMBSTRUCK’S debut release. 
These. dudes have some punk rock C.V boasting ex- 
| members of RIPCORD, SPITE, FILTHKICK, CRACKED "FS 
COP SKULLS, SQUANDERED & no doubt many more.” } 
This certainly gives a Mavour of what's te follow —6 
blasts of tast'n’turious HC punk w/ direct Iytix, no 
messing about, A mighty fing live band who covet 
POISON IDEA & NEGATIVE APPROACH golden, 
oldies — cool, $988. . 
Ay Tt i L Sinker MINT C.D ( 
Well this is certainly unique: in, comparison to the usual 
stull I get sent to review, a real mish mash of musicall 
styles w/ bizarre lyrix & ironic: samples. The lead wack is 
kinda 2 TONEesque w/ an incredible sound booming out 
ol those: speakers, the other 2 cuts. are weird, U vou, like 
» the girls on the first sample, are thinking of going to 
Middlesbrough, then take a Gp from The Shocker & don’t 


forget your gasmask! $3. BEE 
- a ae var t lS Lo 
yf io We 


1 — Live In Purthof MINT C 
Label, £3 to 11 Rue Du Progres, 93100 Montreuil, 
Frunce), 
t NITCHIEVO are an up & coming French hand whe play a 
© right mix of musical stvles including punk, reggae, ska & 
HC, reminding me.of EXCATHEDRA, & PAIN in places. 
This is prety good quality for a live reconding w/ 6. up- 
tempo varied cuts that show plenty of potential. ‘The 
packaging is basic but these dudes have a debut LP out 
soon. $$$. - . 


MINDBLASTER (SWE) — Days Of Coma E.P 
Genocidal Recs. Martin Hogebrandt, Edingsu 4 
AStS2 Uddevall, Sweden). 
The samples are the sound of real Swedish HC, & she’s 
faking.it, digwno abour him! Anyway here are 4 cuts of 
basic DiScore, whieh is too metally: for these ears &. whe 
production/mix isa little stoppy. The topies covered are 
miclear waarrgghh & hangover heart attacks, pass the 
botthe buster... $$. 


Pa ™ 
re a 
ARGUE DAMNATION (JAP) — Direct Action Now 
L.P (MCR). 
After # bunch of singles here is A.1"s debut 16 track LP, 
1s/ cool packaging, a CRASSesque [font cover & an Ol 
POL LOT style lyric. sheet. Indeed it is good to see some 
B anarcho-punk Jap bands who have powerful arguments 
against Japanese racism, nulitary re-armament & 
environmental abuse. The production is solid & A.Dare 
f, clearly influenced by the PROFANE EXISTENCE style 
, bands, They: alse remind me of BANISH ARMS & ACID, 


A & the addition of the AMEBIX stvle keyboard gives them 


* a fuller sound, altho 100 m.p.h angst-nidden thrash means 


: af that they are ically. $3HY/2 


* Pe = 
THE NEWTOWN GRUNTS (SCOy THE 
AMPHETAMEANIES (SCO) — Treaty At Harthill 
hit 7". (Flotwam & Jetsam. Contact, THE GRUNTS. 
P.O Box 14469, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 SYA). 

One cool sphit single, w/ one fantastic trent cover, 
Stormin” Norman is certainly aman who drives a hard 
bargain! Thee Grunts have a certain reputation (ahem) Yor 
producing top quality punk rock & they continue this in 
fine style w? Everrwhere She Goes, whieh is all about a 
football crazy chick - my type of woman, but She supports 
Celtic. Altho saying thal Nom has supported every team 
in Scotland, the exception being Rangers, Berwick 
Rangers! Anyhow, this is @ power packed punk rock 
stomper, that’s catchy w/ tons of melodies & energy. All 
this trom a band who are close personal friends of the 
Stotland manager. but how about 4 song about a team who 
really know how to play the beautiful game — Dynamo 
Buckiist, undisputed European City of Punk Charapions! 
Meanwhile, Glasgae"s AMPHETAMEANIES gimme 
somre of that old ska, w/a song dedicated to whiskey, 

Yeah any whiskey is good whiskey, but what about tre 
water & ice, ian? Nevermind the hangover heartatacks! 
And 1 thought The Grants had a lot of band members? 
Essential! $$$ TS 


EWTOWN GRUNTS 


ROTTEN BOSS (ITA) = Pogo, Boor & Spikev Hair LP 
(Hated Youth Recs/Pare Punk Recs. Band contact - 
Valenti Luca, Via‘Cosme Tura 7, 43 100 Parma, Italy). 
g The LP cover is.as punk as fuck w/a collage of photos 
featuring assorted celebrities, including one hot blonde 
thick; but why does Patty Smith always look so serious? 
Anyway here are 12 slives of in yer Ree UKS82 street park 
w/ gravely vox & cool drumming. All songs are in ftalian 
(w/ English translations) & are about being puns, police 
brutality, religious brainwash, smashing the discos & \ 
drinking beer BUT there are too many OL! OF) OLS in the 
songs! $$$1/2. 

ROTTEN BOIS (ITA) F.F.D (ITA) — Full Of Pride 
E.P (Skopter Reks). 

This well packaged 7° features 2 cool and=racist Italian 
sree! punk bands, THE ROTTEN BOIS kiek out 3 cuts of 
aggressive Oll/puirk sithilar to their impressive LP, wy 
basic Irix about working class life on the streets & in the 
bars, The 2 trax by F.F.D are more varied musically, the 
first is melodie sireet punk, the second faster & harder. 
Their sussed political lyrix really make a change (rom all 
this sitting on the fence bollox = they are committed to 
freedom & liberty, proud of their working class roots & 
anu-capitalist — too right! No pods, no masters! $$$.1/2. 


MENACE = Live In Bermondsey C.D (Vinvi Japan). 
This was recarded live on location in exotic Bermondsey, 
but it alit really Live in action, it’s live in Ure studio in" 
front of 45 of their mates, It features some oldics, some 
newies & 2 terrible covers, they murder Babylon’s 
Burning & do a ‘re-written punk version of 1's Not 
Unusual which is far worse than it seetns. This is very hit 
& miss, there are a handlul of good songs w/ articulate 
lytiex like Insane Socivty, C & A, Civilised & the classic 
GLC — which was a rant against Tories trying to ban punk 
gigs. For the most part the rest sounds really O-L.-D & 
bland, it really lacks freshness & energy, & comes across 
as very contrived. $$$. 


THE VARUKERS = One Struggle One Fight C.D 
(Vinvl Japan). 


‘This was originally released on the bands wri Liberate 
Jabel in 1985 & has been re-released, but minus the 2 live 
cuts, without the whole lyric sheet & w/ the trax ina 
different order — weird, It’s pretty good musically, 
standard thrash punk & still very DISCHARGRy altho at 
around this time DISCHARGR’S Cal was starting to sing 
inore like Aled Jones! Lyrically THE VARUKERS are 
piss poor, soine of these songs must've been written in 2 
minutes, they’d obviously just discovered animal rights (5 
years aflor everyone clae) & they more than hint at things 
nuclear, Pretty soon alter this Rat ditched punk for thrash 
metal & hinted at things satanic, bul that’s another Story. 
Rutnour has it that they avtually tum up for the odd gig 
now & then. $$$1/2 


NICE LIFE (JAP) = Up High 2000 C.D (2000 New 
Winds Recs. Distributed by MCR), © 

9 trax of thelodic guitar driven pop punk from a band who 
are influenced by SNUFF big style = but without the daft 
cover versions! $35 


a 


This is PIGEISH S 2™ long player & they include in their 
yanks the main tan from RAGGITY ANNE, & this 
follows in the same pop-punk vein. The production is 
really hot & they sound like THE BUZZCOCKS SLF/ 
THE JAM at times, but they are too poppy swoet for me & 
almost sound ike an indie band in their weaker nroments. 
Saying that tho they’re probably destined for big things, , 


but sot with me. $$1/2. . f 
E ¥ 


SLUDGEFEAST— ‘Baby You Fuck Me Up C.D Single! Wa 
(Sofa/ Seriously Groovy), a. 


4 trax in less than 5 minutes aint exactly value for money 
& the 7° format is so much cooler, Anyway this is a 
throwback to the sleazy 70's rock & roll underground 
baby, & just seems so D-A-T-E-D to me. Fuck you up & 
gel high... indeed! $3. ad 


BEST-aka-McLUSKY — Huwwo C.D Single. (Sofa/ 
% Scriously Groovy). 


eres Sed 
CARBURETOR DUNG (MAL) — Sheep Farming In 


Malavsia E.P (Hideous Records, P.O Box 22016, 
Brixton D/O, London, SW2 2WE). 

Those are the first Malaysian punk band I've ever heard, 
& they were spotted by the globe trotting A-& R man, Ben 
of YOU'RE 8O HIDEOUS RAISING HELL fame, Here 
are 4 slices of good tuneful 80's punk rock that'll soon 
have you pogoing, & they've even managed to fi part of 
RED ALERT'S One Flag in there too! Pretty sussed 
politically aware Iyrix, plus info about government 
censorship in Mal & the curbing of freedom of 
speech by the bastards in power. Good stuil & well worth 
getting hold of. $$31/2. 


This format really sux, & this mixture of stop & start 
s tven worser! Next..$. 


grunge, noise & indie 


IL. PUNCH (JAP) — Culture Market £.P MCR). 
Cool artistic front cover! The actual vinyl consists ofS 
bursts of insane 103 MPH fasteore w/ some melodic 
iniorludes & a Song entitled “dred nasal mucus”. Crazy’ 
$83. 


o: oe athe 
CHAOS U.K - Kanpai CD. EP (Vinyl Japan), 


Well all the years, beers & lights aint dampened CHAOS Ha 


UK’S spirit, they still belt out 160 per cent full on punk 
tock w/ plenty of shouting & Swearing. Any band who 
tiles GISM/ COMES/ SWANK YS as inspiration must 
know their ne No Farmyard Boogie this time but there 
tsa geneucally modified song & a secret track al 
The best! $898 pi etatemmainentcaon 


CHAOS U.K? ASSFORT (JAP) - The Dangerous 


| Study Split CD EP. (Vinvl Japan). 


Ladies & Gentlemen, in the East Comer we have Japanese 
HC punksters ASSFORT w'2 cuts of explosive HE a la 
GAUZE, its some whirlwind. In the West Comer [rom 
Bristol, cider swillin’ punk shockers CHAOS UK w/ 2 
slices ofl don’t care about you” punk rock, one being a 
punked up THIN L127.Y cover! This aint dangerous, but 


5 its mighty’ line punk rockin’! $333 ss 


EX-CATHEDRA (SCO) ~ Forced Knowledge C.D 
(Moonska) (Contact — 8 Allison Street, Govanhill, 


Glasgow, G42 8NIN). 
At last these lads & lassie have got their acts together, put, 
down the Bucky & released a cracking CD. Top notch 
ska/punk that’ll have you bouncing around the room te 
belter songs like JUST BEGUN, GIVE ME TOMORROW: 
| & TRUTH IN FLIGHT. Cool Iwrix straight from the heart 
there were groups [ wish ['d seen, bul I was too young 
until 13, when the band has dispersed, like Malcolai Owen 
PIL leave ina hearse”, My only critic¢isms are that a couple 
| of trax are too fast for the EX-CATHEDRA style. & Stif?s 
deaf metal growls make the odd untimely appearancy! 
Overall this ix fantastic, plus there’s a grand cover of 
GENO & a Cull colour cover, we tastetiu) use of the band’s 
logo! $$$31/2 


4 PAST MIDNIGHT (SCO) — Mental Ward E.P 
| Promo Tape, (15 Crinan Cres, Tewnhead, Coatbridge, 
Lanarkshire, MLS 2G). 


This is out right now on Weird Records. { thought the tive 
track was about Sunderland”s Stadium of Shite, But is 


AA actually a SL.Fesque attack on our right-wing New Labour 


Govt! The other 3 cuts are full on punk rock w/ top 
production to boot - nice! $$51/2. 


INTER - Gat My 9 CD. National Paranvia CD EP. 


Radin Finland. CD EP (29 Andover Way, Aldershot, 
Hants GU11 3RJ). 


INTER are not Inter Milan, but describe themselves as in 
your face pop a la BUZZCOCKS! UNDERTONES, You 
can identi! these influences here, they have decent rifls & 
some good Iynix especially National Paranoia about right 
wing idiots. Yel this is too sof radio fnendly — sugh is the 
indie genre. $$ 

WHO MOVED THE GROUND? — Goud Question iP. 
¥ trax of ska/punh/indie, pretty up-tempo w/ some: sound, 
observations of everyday life, $$1/2. 

SKIPPER — We've Got It AUT. . 

No they haven't! This is dead old, indie pop like THE 
HOUSEMARTINS. Does nowt for me. 3 


ww 


NOCHIMINK (JAP) — CD (Ball & Elephant Recs, 


Distributed by MCR). * 
2 vox. No lyrin, 


Pretentious avante garde rock w/ whinginy 
no art, no nothing. Rubbish! Next; 3 

am, a q 
V/A — Total Solution Vol, 1 EP (Dynamite Rees. S.J 
Distributed hy MCR). 


) ‘The front cover shows all the puns, skins & herberis 
together, THI DICK SPIKLE have 2 trax of hard as nails 


Oi? ike THE OPPRESSED/ 4 SKINS — pretty good, THE ° 


THUG HOSTAGE consist of 2 studs & spikes punx & an 
Ol! boy w/ a cloth cup & England shirt! Musically is 
rough & ropey, a poor version of barely original current, 
UK Of! bands. Average: 385 re Gi 


SCREA M ER = Cloven Hoof Blues C.D (Bornarocker 
% t i 
|. Base ors Floor) City Road, St. 
| ‘The ids on the street had told me all abour this band, & 
this eagerly: awaited debut LP from the Ugly Patrol is top 
notch! Classic: punk rock & roll w/a blazing sound from 
Urese wasters & the lyrix are fuckin hilarious “leather 
sandals hide your hooves, in the sex club full of booze. 
that’s how the Story goes, back at your house sucking 
toes” — ridiculous, yet pure genius! “The more 1 drink the 
uglier you get” must’ve been written about Trev, & it gets 
4 better & better, sheer lunacy. Of course FRACTURE 
f didn’t even get the joke. Apparently the Mysterious Dr. 
Donald Blake has left the band, so who knows who's 
gonna replace the irreplaceable denim demon, $8391/2. 


CONSTRICTED (JAP) — Wisdom & Truth B.P 
(MCR) 


CONSTRICTED blast out 4 slices ofin yer pus thrash 
punk, think DEATHSIDE/ WARHEAD/ FORWARD/ 
DISCHARGE/ DOOM, Yeah this tages, they’ve got their 
own sound & also have some variety. $893. 


| THE DEMONICS (US) ~ She-devil On Wheely 7” 

{Bronx Cheer). 

As a teenage idle T asked my Dad if he was gonna watch 
the “She-devil’ on TV, he replied “Son, | married one!” 
He was soon out ef hospital! Anyway here are 2 cuty of 
melodic mid-paced pop punk on clear wax, all about the 
motorbike beat, Pleasant enough hut too polished & poppy 
for me.-3$$. : 


Promo Tape. (13 Clovelly Aye, Grainger Park, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE 4 8SD). 

Hey, I saw these guys open for QOA & thought this is the 
kinda crazy garage R & R that Steve’d dig, then at the end 
of the stage { saw the man himself pounding that buss! 6 
trax of raw garage thrash R & R w/ a dash of punk for 
goed measure. ‘They have.a CD doggy: bag: out now & live 
they are louder than their snazzy shirts! $$$1/2, 


V/A — THE BIG PSYCHE OUT Comp 7” (Bronx 
Cheer & others). 
| This is an ulua limited single, only 300 copivs on blood 
ted wax which was originally issued at the Glasgow gig of 
the same name. First up are BANGTWISTER wy? their 
high energy MC3/ STOOGES type 0” thang, a cool live 
act, as are THE GREASE MONKEYS w/ their brand of 
garage punk. On the Nip side FIRESTONE (‘The Legend 
or The Hawk) play a prog rocky Kraut rock (eh?) weirdo 
instrumental & THE THANES round it all! off wi some old 
60s psyche. Pretty interesting & very different to the 
usual punk shoekin* stuff, $$$ 


ZINE REVIEWS. Cy Rn THINK GLOBALLY ACT LOCALLY #48 (P.0 Box 


LT.A, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE99 1 TA). af 
This is the monthly aewsietter from T.AP.P (Tyneside cS 
Action For Pouple & Planet) & features good educational cepa se 
& inforinative articles on defending asylum seekers, anti. Fee 
Huclear campaigns & multinationals who jsut profit before 
people like (Sjhell & Procter + Gamble. Send a bunch of 
Stainps for some copies & good luck comrades? 
a i tA =a 
BARBIE’S DEAD #1, 2 & 3. (SUP & sav TO Ales, . 
Woodhouse, The Square, Gunnislake, Cornwall, PLI8 
9BW). 

This zane is getting better all the time. Alex is very 
enilhamasic & supportive of the scene w/ cool reviews of 
all things DIY zines, records, CDs, tapes. More of his 
personality is coming through in later issues & apart trom 
the stallion Darlo FC (Toon {B}Army), there are some 


“th rants & political artictes. He"s got a UK SUBS - Sy 
ixauion — nowt Wrong w/ that - & has interviews w/ Sa, c 
Clayton, Bradford, BD7 2SA). 

S Again this review is probably ridiculously out of date but 

this is Pank Shocker not MJRUR, Hardly an original name 

but has a | Minute Silence View & gig reviews of big 

bands that don’t interest me at all. An enthusiastic effort 


honethiloss w/ a cool rani & The Simpsons is much better 
& funmier than Southpark any day. 


Hey kids this isa top quality DIY pank vine which is 
Svhish & interesting. #4 feanres a tengily: OL POLLO] 
interview, #5 sts GLOOM & oval anti-dis-punkstas 
HELLRRUSHER & #6 is w/ DISCLOSE & a Punk 
Auaek on Portland City! All issues include vine & record 
YY reviews = mainly of the Uhrash/Jap/Swedish variety — Rood 

laste, & stull'on H.P sauce...oops....Loweeralt. This gels 
big Punk Shovker thumbs up! 
DISCHARGE DOCUMENT #1 & #3 63), | 
Well both booklets are limited to a‘mere 100 copies & are 
dedicated to the mighty DISCHARGE & feature various 
bands paying a visual tribute to Stakes* finest, #1 has pix 
of ANTI-CIMEX, FINAL CONFLICT & 
HELURRUSHER (of course) & Inany more, #2 fearares 
DOOM, MOB 47, ATROCTUOS MADNESS & others 
ineluding ANTISECT"S drummer wiho is Sporting some 
great DISCHARGE tattoos, Cool stui? 


+ ~ Ne 
ABORTED SOCIETY #1 & #2 (PMB 1377, 1122 East 
. Pike Street, Seattle, WA 98122-3934, USA). p 
his isa cracking Seattle based punk as fuck zine wi 
\ plenty of thought provoking articles. Cool interviews wi 
g RIOMCLONE & BUS STATION LOONIES. an Old Guy 
Scone Report by Jack (who's quite young really) & vena 
cider recipe = how punk is that? There's also a review of'a 
classic GBH pig in Seattle: I was there & totally loaded 
#2 features THE CLUSTERFUX, bas areview of the 
history of some great Seattle bands & some goa 
L teflective articles on ihe punk scene. ‘There are cool 
Teviews by & Por vinyl junkies (like ane) & a report of 
Jack"s Euro jaunt whilst wearing @ dress! Highly 
fecomunended, Kids! <3 
te ey HS so of 
BEYOND REALITY #4/ GADGIE #6 — Split Zine, 
(Gadgio, 16 Haven Hall, South Square, Boston, Lines. 
PE21 6HX). 
Hey this is totally out of date but what the hell, as it's a f 
damn good read. BR features an interesting STATEMENT 2 
4, * view thal clears up the Hardline controversy (1 invented 
Soliline where you can drink vider & eal cheese 
pasties...timin) but Rat is wrong, punk can be progressive 
too. Also has cool record & zine reviews, & a pieee on 
brake dancing! GADGIE has a cool URKO i/view & 
news reviews/ the usual punk thang, 

NE) KR, 
RECORD LABEL ADDRESSES, \ 
T.K.O Records, PMB #103, 4104 24" Street, San 
Franvisoo, CA 94114, U.S.A, 

VINYL JAPAN, 98 Camden Road, London NW1 OBA. 
BRONX CHEER, P.O Box 15, Glasgow, G12 8YT, 
Seothand. 

STEP 1, P.O Box 21, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 727. 


M.C.R RECORDS, 157 Kamiagu Maizuru, Kyoto 624, Ss 
Japan. Disiribusedd in the US by Sound Pollution & d 
1 


TARE 
» SAVAGE AMUSEMENT #14. (A5 SAE & 40p - 
Rosehill, 20 Front Strect, Tanfield Lea, Stanley, Co 
Durham, D9 9LY), . a 
Well it's a new aildress & that’s about the only thing that’s 
changed here tor years. You get the usual finny revews 
ofall things OF (bat there are a lot of pointless reissmes) 
& Trev’s ondless plugging of the 100°s of BARSE CD's 
| he"s got under lis bed along w/ 20 years of back issues of, 
\ Readers Wives! You also get a free CD with this = 
Woohoo! = bill it’s largely unoriginal & sounds so dated = 
doh! Pick of the bunch are VOICE OF A 
P GENERATION, BOMSHELL ROCKS, but even THE 
BELTONES are sadly lacking on this, here’s even a 
band w/a song called “CRASS is dead”, for firks sake... 
we ROO ar. ve WA\Y XY 
Yep, they're so cool they even sell Punk Shocker 
Fanzine! Remember to send a SAE for a current list of 
great independent recoris, CDs & cines. 


A PANOP TIC VISION, P.O Box 3590, Uddingston, = 
Glasgow, G71 6YG, Scotland, —s 
BALD CACTUS, 2:0 Box P17}. Leads, 186 1XX. = 

S FLAT EARTH, “Bradford music?”, PO Box 169, —_ 

Bradford, B11 2UL ae 


RUGGER BUGGER, P.O Box 357, London, SEND LAD, 


RUPTURED AMBITIONS, Old Forge Cottage, Rushlord, ~E 
Lamerton, Tavistock, Devon, PL!9 SRY 


LOONY TUNES, 69 Wykeham Street, Scarborough, N. 
Yorks, YOI2 TSA. 

INFLAMMABLE MATERIAL, P.O Box 2544. London. 
NW6 3DF. 

Finally, thenks to CONCEPTS RECORDS, Durham. j 


available from inflammable Material Distra). 

UNITY SQUAD RECORDS, 354 W 100 N. Logan, Utah g 

84321, U.S.A. 

REJECTED RECORDS, P.O Box 6391, Dun Laoghaire, . 

Co. Dublin, Lreland. 

BLIND DESTRUCTION, Box 29, $2 Colston Street, 

Bristol, BSI SBB, 

TRON MAN RECORDS. 78 Aleester Road, Moseley. 

Birmingham, B13 SEE. 

~ SERIOUSLY GROOVY, 3“ FL 28 D'Arblay Street, 
Soho, London, WIV 3FII. 

HARRY MAY. P.O Box 184, Ashford, Kent, 1N24 02S. 

RUPTURED AMBITIONS, Old Forge Cottage, = 

Laiherton, Tavistock. Devon, PL19 8RY. 

RODENT POPSICLE RECORDS, P.O Box 1143. 

E Altston, M.A 02134, U.S.A 


Recommended drinks - Snakebite, vodka 
& coke, whiskey & lernonade, lim Bru. 
Recommended grub - Veg. Spaghetti 
Bolognese, Cheese pasties & chips, 
pizza...ttimm... pizza, 

Recommended listening — ELVIS - Triple 
CD sei/ THE CLASH = London Calling/ 
LEATHERFACE - Horsebox CD/ MISFITS 
— Stauc Age LP/ NEWTOWN GRUNTS - 
Disgruntled/ THE GITS - all/ CONPUSE 
Bootleg LP/ KURO - Bootleg LP/ THE 


It’s your world too and you can do what you want 


Right, seeing as there is too much gd music in this zine. it’s time for one of my (in)famous “the 
personal is political” type rants. 1 was gonna write about how the National Lottery is a joke & odds of faal 
14,000,000 — 1 are ludicrous in any gamblers book (even mine, & my bets are pretty crazy to start 
with). This article is related to this issue & inspired by all the working class heroes out there that | 
know (& the countless others 1 don’t): yep kids, it’s a positive piece. rather than another tirade froma 
; nihilistic nobody. 


Day after day I'm faced with apathy & misery, as people with defeat written all over their faces trudge 
on through life moaning & whinging, but doing very litle to change it, They constantly complain that 
they're bored, but if ny life & conversation revolved around commercial bubbie-gum pop radio with 
those ever-happy D.J°s, shop-til-vou-drop out of town, shopping centres & soap operas thal are so drab 
& inane that they make cricket seem interesting: then I'd be bored & depressed too. Instead of trying 19 
better themselves with something challenging, they wish their lives away wondering what they'd do if 
| they won the-lottery. Now not wanting to win a popularity contest, these people aint too chuffed when I 
point out some basic facts. Firstly, if the highlight of my day was to go home & watch 3 “Teall life” soap 
operas in succession, then I'd feel like blowing my head off witha bazooka, When they all ask me, 
“what's wrong with soaps?”, my critique is (a) you don’t learn ANYTHING from them & (b) they're 
not funny — end of story, Secondly, you're bored beenuse you're boring! Use: your imagination & 
creativity, there is just so much to do & too little time. There's a whole world out there to explore. & 
Um having difficulty in coming to terms swith the fact that | wont get (o read all the great books [ want Be 
to. oF listen to all the great records, visit all the fascinating places. see all the football matches, episodes, Ge 
of The Simpsons, naked Geri pix, the list gocs on... Finally my: pet hate, The Lottery — another i 
| imported American scam to help vou, retreat into a world of make believe, U remember Iiughing atone f 
of the headlines ina, Dead Kennedys lyric sheet that read “When I grow up T want to winthe state =f 
lottery” = well iis all over the U.K now. Of course., Viz were right, it’s a tax on the stupid & hopelessly 
optimistic & Camelot win £ millions every week, Yet the chances of me winning The Lottery are 
worse than millions of others cos ("ve never bought a ticket; but if by some uke I did win, [ think the 
Leatherface lyrics of “he'd like to make a million, & givo it all away” sum it up. Plus The Sun & The 
R Star would be faced! with the carth-shattering problem of having to think of a different headline other 
5 than “Lottery winner love rat ate ny pet rat called ‘Thateher” of “Lottery winner plans to wed! Jordan 
& have their qwn plastic.fmuly in:a plastic: world”. The message is clear — don't wish your life. away, 
live it now! * 


i <i - ~ fue ‘ 
This piece is about these. who, | believe, understood what punk was alll about, in not passively 
accepting your station in life or letting them put you, down by saying “you're working class, therefore, 
you're thick”. It’s about those who seized the initiative & the punk ethic of "I cun do that too”, & 
through dedication, hardwork.& commitment came through it successfully against all the odds. It's 
easy fo sit back & moun, accept the cavalcade of crap & give up. There are plenty of folk involved in 
punk who were considered failures or wasters years ago, but | knew they were talented people & have 
proved it later in life by excelling in education, sports & professions, which have been both. personally 
fulfilling & rewarding. This is not about becoming,a soulless yuppie consumed by greed, it’s about 
making the most of your life & doing something you eiyjoy, where you, get out what you put in, 
OMe Fs sg % 
n Teter © ** ; " ? = rs ne 4 i " + are %) education & 
I have gained a lot through my involvement in punk, to a large extent it gave me my app 
Ey confidence, where bands like Crass. Conflict, Zounds, Antisect. Subhumans. Dead. Kennedys _ 
more were hugely influential. They taught me much more than | learned in school, & ifa tap yor 5 
times a minyte you don’t call a mathematician, you call a plumber, who will hopefully be a pur 3 
mason! There is something about this working class romanticism of doing things the hard way, oo 
the middie class doubters wrong & beating them at their own game. Pius having to grall, sw cat behie 2 
SS - for what you've got, & enduring the set backs, toughens you up & makes you more, determined than 
d ever to succeed & appreciate the rewards. 


a yiiaiey 3 


Ie IS your world, & YOU CAN do what you want AND succeed, but you've got to have the guis, 
determination & self-belief to do it. If you have, then, in the words of Bobby Robson, the world is your 
lobster”! : aS 


NHS ven x 3 et ae 
things? Why don’t you forgive & forget?” | 
certainly forgive, to a certain extent, but I'll 
never forget. y’know. I'll never forget who ‘if’ 
was Standing with diem when we got smashed Hig 
to bits, & I remetmber them people as clear as pe 
it Was yesterday. And what I'm saying is they 
haven't changed their views. @ [ haven't, so.” 
why do you want to share a stage with me? 
Why would you want to share a stage with 
somebody you hate? | don’s want 10 share a 
Stage with them, so why do they want to 
Share...for what? Are you suddenly non- 
political again? Fucking bollocks isn 


(M) They sprayed gas. they attacked the stage 
with a scaffolding pole. I dunno where they 
ol the scaffolding pole from! (Chuckles) But 
nobody actually got on stage. But I'm not 

i; saying that they wouldn’t of. but the security 
were good because they did prevent. .. they 
actually stormed the stage al one point & the 
Security sort of delayed the thing. And the-next 
g thing there was C.S gas & police doxs & crash 
helmets & everything. And 1 thought to 
tmyself, what's all this about? But I knew... 
mean they came from all over Europe didn’t 
they? 

How inany of them wa te, the real 
hardcore? 

(M) | believe there was 1200 people in the 
~» Astoria & | would think there was like 1,000 
~* hardcore Nazis in there. 


ANGEL Cie 
Pee UPS TARTS 


Ladies & Gentlemen, _ 

| proudly present yet another PUNK SHOCKER world exclusive; an in-depth interview 
with Mensi, the legendary singer of the greatest & most notorious North-East punk 
rock band ever - THE ANGELIC UPSTARTS. Yes, they are back with a tremendous 
new LP entitled ‘Sons of Spartacus’ out now on Captain Ol! Records & they’ve gota 


Are you oabout Morecambe & * 
CONDEMNED 84? 

(M) Yes! All of them: the lot of them, 
Who else? 

(M) Certainly CONDEMNED 84, SECTION . 


Sagoss 4 ae ee” 25...1 ~ ee few foes bey ro Sgt 
new all star line up of Mensi- vocals, Tony Van Frater (RED ALERT/ COCKNEY ay cline i play one of them shows again! People said to 
(REJECTS) — guitar, Gaz Stohor (RED LONOON REBELS) ~ bass & Lainey So were lan Smart & Nicky Crane the main me, “You're abusing your power by nol...” So + 
(LEATHERFACE) = drums. For more info on the band check out their cool website - 

warw angel icupstarts co.uk. This interview was recorded on exotic location in an exotic 
location, present were Andy Shocker (AS) — top trouble shooter, Mensi-(M) & 
occasional interruptions from the rest of the band. Many thanks to Gaz for arranging 
the interview & cheers to Kid Stoker for giving me permission to use photos from his 
4ey! Ho! Let's go! , 4 


ringleaders? 
(M) Yeah. they were all there. 

“« * Do you find it ironic that Nicky Crane later 
% admitted he was gay & died of AIDS? 

(M) Well | always knew he was gay, 

(AS) Oh. right. 


{ said, “Right, yous get on & yous play. 1 
won't play. | don’t want newt to do with yous. 
And ihe ones who are nol nazis, there’s $0 
tmaiy of them that are’right wing that they*re ~% 
just working class Tories. So why do you want, 
to come & see me? I've got nothing in 


cool books. Well, as someone once sai 


Who would you most like to fuck, fight k po 


out drinking with? 
(M) Pd like 10 drink with Super Key, see 


where he gets all his talent from, I'd like a bit 


of it injected. 1 dunno about fighting... leave it 
to the young chaps. Everyone knows who the 
enemy are don’t they? We don’t really have to 
go into thal do we?...Shag?... 

(AS) Jennifer Lopez? (1 got erection — 
Shocker). 

(M) Shag? J don’t really get any chance cos I 
Knock about with Tony now & he frightens all 
the women away, res mg 


THE UPSTARTS after all these yoats? 
(M) No. never in a tiltion years! 1 thought if 
we done # for 2 yours we'd be Nying (laughs). 


Are you surprised the kids are still totally into 


(M) J dunno where it comes from, it’s 
incredible. When ye went 10 America there 
were kids 16 & 17 bang into i. I just find a 
sneredible. y" know. 

(AS) They weren’t calling you “Dad” were 
they? 

(M) (Laughs) No, That was a bit fucking 
loaded wasn’t it?” 


Lk YOU ZOity : 

(M) Well really the only thing that keeps us 
going & makes us perform is the political 
angie. cos as tong as they're about. Ill be 
about. you know what | mean. So that’s it 
really. The top & bottom of it is, they set oul to 
destroy us & in the end they just created a 
monster didn’t they? Cos it'll fest not go.away! 
(Laughs) 

|_(AS) They can’t get rid of... _ 


(M) They just can’t get tid of. I'm like AIDS 
aren’| [? (Laughs) They just can’t get tid of it 
y'know. But they did set out...they got very 


h close to finishing us off & in the end it just 


made ws stronger y"know, & the only reason I 
Keep coming back is them. 


f Whe was the worst, the Astoria pip? 


(M) That was the lowest point. I incan. there ff 


had been severe instances with thoin 
throughout my career. In.a way, right, I’m 
partly to blame because 1 did very little to 
dissuade thei. because when | first started off 
1 was under the impression that everybody was 
entitled to their point of view. which they are 
y'know. The only difference is when theit 
point of view becomes... 

(AS) Nobody else can have a point of view. 
(M) Yeah, Nobody else is allowed to say 
anything or do anything. & politics can’t get 
involved, 4s long as its not their politics. The 
opening line of them all is “Look 1m not 
political. but | have a friend who's black...” 
So you know what's coming nest., thinly 
veiled. y"know. 

Soat the Astoria did you know it was gonna 
kick off then? 

(M) Yeah. 

Would you be better prepared now? 

(M) Linean, it Would never happen now. We \ 
knew if was gonna. happen. there were 
discussions whether we should g0 On stage or 
not. & J thought if we back out they "ye won 
anyway, & they didn’t really win al the end of 
the day. I mean they stopped ihe show. but 
they didn’t win cos we went on & became a lot 
stronger afterwards. K 


common with you, so 1°ll never play one of 
thetn again! | wont, like! 


Do you think CONDEMNED 84 have always 
boon ify? 


(M) | think they’re absolute dodge-pots! 
| Tiicre’s no mistake. they*re absolute fucking % 
dodge-pots!! The only thing with them, they 
haven’t got the balls to fuckin’ just stand up & 
£) Say. “Look we ate fucking Nazist* as 
#f) What's the deal with SECTION 5? 

j (M) What is that then?! 
What‘haye they done to piss you off'so imuch? & , 
(M) Right, 1°11 tell you what the thing was with &'S 
SECTION 5. right. We got smashed up, & "in § 
Nol saying every band that was on the bill were he 
fF] dodge-pots, but the whole thing was organisod \ 
within. ....anainly the European Nazis. 

Hight... .was to smash us....was to get us off 
Stage, right. there was no doubt about it, 
So...afer the show. right. 1 went out with a pal 
of mine, & we stood, & | looked, & this young 
@ , kid came over. he was just a kid. a messenger 


knowledge. bt they wouldn't confront him 
with it would they? They were terrified of him, 
Tmean...taking nothing away. Nicky Crane 
was one of the iain, proper street fighters 
amongst them, Because I do believe Ian Smart 
Was a coward. & he hid behind other people, & % 
maybe kicked or stabbed people, but Nicky 
‘ size Crane wasn't. Nicky Crane was front for ost 

ae eneme y" know. So... te was what he was. But J find it 
Baca ironic thal he was gay & he used to go about 
ewer “pay bashing” & things. 

“yee (AS) Aye, hiding his own inner feelings. 

(M) It’s... but he did disown them in the end, 
> but he died shorily afer didn’t h 


s the q 
E What do you think causes people to have these 
totally fucked views? 
(M) 1 don’t understand it y"know. |i’s a source 
of amazemen to me. It’s like, | read a book the 
other week about that football hooligan from 
West Ham who's black, & he was gonna go on 
{-  amarch with the National Front. & 1 think 
o) ¢ y know, what's happening? And J think he was 
a: confronted by various members of A.F.A 
(Anti-fascist Action). & they had dialogue 
with him & 1 think they changed his view: 
Buti can t understand what... 


pay ARTA. ar 
Do you think it’s ignorance? 


Qe (M) The main part of it” . 
ane Sahe ( te Inain part of it’s gotta be down 


Do vou thi 
ys hard? 
“|” (M) [was thinking about this just today, There 


: I'm not saying there weren’l people with our 
. views. but from a band point of view. we 
absolutely stood alone in the scene that we 
were in. Nobody would come to our aid. iG 
People say. “Why do you remember them , 


mnh,\ 


, <—¢ 
Stuart, SECTION 5, COMBAT 84. not 
CONDEMNED 84, COMBAT 84. ail of them 
members, right, they were ail standing 
together, all of them. They might not 
rementber, but I fucking remember, as sure 
as il was yesterday. They were stood outside a # 
white Ford Transit. & this young kid came 
over to me & he said, “Mensi, I've got a 
message for ya.” ] said, "Oh aye. what's 
that?!” He says, “Today right, we've let you 
go. If you ever open your mouth again, we'll 
never let you go again. We'll smash you to bits 
& you'll never play again, You cither play: 
{ with us, or you don’t play.” | said, “I wont 
fucking play, it's as simple as that. So fuck 
yous!” And I looked who was standing. & they 
were all standing together, & now after all this 
» time, they say they can’t remember but 1 
se, - fucking remember, & I'll never forget! So it’s 
as simple as that, right. So. to mic, it was who 
was standing with me? I was with one of my 
pals, there were no other members of my band 
there... & I watched every one of them. right. 
& [ thought to myself ) mark your cards cos 
'I-never fuckin’ forget you. & if | come 
a across you, right, I'll fucking do yous in. . 
Simple as that! And, in later days, we came 
across certain members & [ Jefi my point of 
view, same as what they left me with, their 
point of view, y’know. Simple! 
(AS) So. basically: that gig, that's what led (o 
the start of A.F.A? 
' f (M) My involvement with them, yeah. 
a mk 


_ ~ 
the day. if had done one of them shows & 
somebody got hurt, which they would because 
of my temperament & their politics... mean 
I’m noi the greatest fighter in the world, but 
sonicbody would end up getting burt, & it 
probably wouldn't be me. And | would get the 
blame for everything, whether it was me or 

not. | would get the blame, & the blame would 
a lie fairly.& squarely at my door, because I’d 
instigated the violence. when it wouldn’t be 
me. They would do the same thing...because 
what they do right. they get a foothold, & they 
behave themselves for a while, & then they 
start picking on individuals, & then they start 
attacking individuals. And they always attack 
people who are small. who are in a minority & 
that’s their job. And then when I fight back & 
1 do the same to them, oh & then it’s all 
unfair, Mensi & his gang. Y*know. ..it"s just 
bollocks isn’t it! I've heard it all before. So 
I'm not going to:put myself in that position, 
Vimnot. like? Have you got that one?’ 


(AS)-] think thal’ $ come over quite clear. 
ears scone 


Why the mel tp change? 
Fwent to America & I've pot to tcll you. when 


J was in America. it was,completely different 
to the last time [ was there. | had been there 18 
yoars before, & when | was in Ainerica | 
fucking hated il, it was horrible. You were 
playing shows & the kids are coming & their 
Mams & Dads are dropping them off in 
Cadillacs & vou think what are we doing here? 
But this time when I went, & | think the 
Americans have got the job sussed. there's a 
very small scene, but a very strong scene. And 
I did say to the lads from the Canadian & New 
York A.F.A, “I think you're very sinall, but [ 
think what you've got around you is quality. 
And | think quality is what counts & | think * 
you can go a long way”, [t was the same with 
(M) Oh no. I mean..,& the day they said it, | ah economia wemioaie 
when the gig-was organised through A.P.A. it sh youor ere seul hy 


was well publicised, & [ went on stage & said — 
everything they fucking told me not to say. So. Aa | 
y know, where were they?! fl . 
—- 4 i 
So Daz Russell knows exactly why you won't 
play anv of (hese gigs? 
(M) Well, he must have an idea; because | said 
to Darren, at the end of the day, right, Darren's 
a businessman, I’ve got nothing bad to say 
about Darren. | always find him an amiable 
chap. he’s always paid us. | don i have a 
problem. But what | said to him was, | was 
concerned over the past few years, that certain 
people who [ think have got very dodgy 
connections were making their way on to the 
bill. And f think, ostracising one group out of 
that community wasn't enough, And I’m not 
prepared to share a stage with them: it’s as 
simple as that! I"m not prepared...1 don’t care 
what anybody says. I ain"t fucking frightened 
of them! | couldn't give a fuck! At the end of 


So what made you so determined to keep 
going? Well it's kinda obvious really... 
* (M) Well that was it. Just cos they said I 
wouldn't, y know. & [ coutdn’t say what Thad 
been saying. 

(AS) Cos them fuckers can never advertise 
their gigs. 


a bie a DY 


thought fuck me. yeah, this is what jis about, & 
1 was listening 10 them & 1 thought 

him... And | looked at my band, & 1 just 
didn’t think they took everything as serious, & 
a | think they’ve lost the plot a lot. & | really 
Wanted 0 pack in, y "know. And Tony & Gaz 
sort of talked it out of me. y"know...but...I’ve 
Gol to say, right... love Max to bits, 1 think 
he’s great, y know. If anything ever happened 
10 him...y" know he’s like a brother. | love 
him, y'know. ..'but he's losing touch with the 
situation. 

(AS) Aye, I’ve heard he’s got a few problems. | 
(M) And I've got enough of my own problems | 
without sorting other peoples. And | think 
theyre not grasping what my songs are about. 


But you see another thing was the manager we 
had, T explained to him about Morecambe, | 
said it’s ending up tike a fucking circus & | 
don"t want to be ivolved. “Oh, I understand”. 
& a couple of months later “Oh great news, 
Darren's offered us £3, 000 to do a farewell!” 
And ] says. “You've got the job wrong. Nt 
might be your farewell, but it ain’ fucking 
mine & ] ain't | fucking doing it”. 


You see. the thing with SECTION 5 is the 
singer said, “Mensi should respect ty 
politics”. But what exactly are his politics? 
Does anybody know?! If he ever came on 
Stage with me & said. “Look we played with 
SKREWDRIVER, il was a tnistake”. Bul you 
can’t play with SKREWDRIVER & say, 
“Well. I'm not political”. You're making a 
fucking political fucking statement straight 
away! Mark Brennan said, “Mensi. what . 
you've got to understand is, people make 
mistakes”. | say's. “Yes Mark. but ! learn by 
my mistakes, & 1 try to correct when | make 
mistakes. But you can"| make mistakes, right, 
not repent your fucking sing & then gonna 
be standing next to me cos I’ve rode the 
storm out!!!” Because we could have 
followed on & been what they describe as 
“non-political” but we fucking didn’t So I 
aint gonna throw it all away for £3, ah ; 


coming oul. Whal are vour songs about? Are 


you gonna tell the kids? 
(M) (Laughs) You've got to remember I wrote he 


most of these songs at the beginning of the 
year. and | wrote songs aboiit the Ainerican 

SS governinent & their involvement in Palestine 

be & things like that.., 

(AS) And something happened on September 
11" & it’s all changed... 

(M) And I think one of the lines in this song is 
“you reap what you sow”. [ mean it was a 

“horrible thing what happened. but if it was 
happening to me I'd think | imust be doing 
something wrong for people to hate me that 
much. Bui unfortunately it’s always the 
working class people who suffer, at the end of 
the day. | incan, the first sign of trouble & 
Bush was in a fucking bunker wasi'l vee 
(AS) With his bible! 


Do what's happening? You’ve gota pew Lp ’ ut e. 


_ Hearts Club”. the album. not the single. The 
: first single | ever bought was “Lay lady hy d 


brilliam (laughs). 
What was so special about thei? 


(M) It was just the fucking power. & the 


m really... 
} (M) Gary Glitter (langhs), Dav id Bowie & 


or Jonathan King... 
 (M) Jonathan fucking King was a well-known 
} fucking nonce when | was down there. How 


yy _ a 
Are you gonna be doing “Gums for the 
rebels” then? 

(M) Well, J dunno what a rebel is anymore. 
They ve went from rebels to terrorists haven't 
they, so | dunno what a rebel is. 801 ibiak TO 
feaye thai one. 


What was the first record you ever bought? 
(M) The first record I ever bought was THE 
BEATLES = “Sergeant Pepper's Lonely 


by BOB DYLAN. 
When did vou first got imo punk rock then? 


(M) AS soon as | heard it. 1 thought what the 
facks all this about, that’s forme! Andihen | 
when I seen THE CLASH | thoughit fuck ine, | | 
wanna be ina band like them, it’s fucking 


fucking energy was fucking uhbelievable, 

y'know, You could have generated the fucking 
lights in Newcastle on the nighi-time from the 
fucking power that came out of the band. It 
was fucking incredible. 


(AS) So. whai was there before this? Nothing 


Slade. | 
(AS) Better not mention Gary Glitter (laughs) 


it’s took them so long to catch up with him, | 
‘Tuckitig don"t know. But ioncy talks, —7 | 
walks, 

(AS) I thought he should have been done for 
“Entertainment U;S.A”. One of the worst 
shows ever! : 

(M) His songs were fucking horrible as well. 


This links in with THE CLASH, Which bands 
inspired vou to form a punk band? 

(M) li was THE CLASH. y"know, There was 

NO two Way's about it. Although, on saying 

that. 1 did like THE JAM as well. 

f (AS) Did you think they were a punk band ora 
mod band? 

: i) [ thought they were mods, But] aheaght 

” they had fucking so tuch cnergy & 1 thought 
they were fucking excellent! [ still do! \ 


e  -4 
So who thought of the nate THE ANGELIC 


UPSTARTS then? J 


(M) We just threw a few names about, it just 
came out, y know. 

(AS) So when did you form. °77 was it? C | 
(M) Yeah, straight after I’d seen THE CLASH, 

I just went around the fucking estate, asking win 
who could play something, 

(AS) So wére you always destined to become 

the singer cos you couldn't play anything? a, 
(M) That's why | becaine the singer! | was % * 
desperate. | says. “Ill have to be the singer cos " 


. 1don’t want to play guitar, Idon’twantto +. @ : 


fiddle about. | want to go mental”. 


i t 


| So what was going on in South Shiel fore 


(M) Musically? Fuck all! Just football 
hooligans, wasn’t it? 
(AS) And what's happened since? 
(M) Just football hooligans (laughs). But I've = 
got to say. Brennan’s just released “Two i 
Million Voices”, and it’s Number | in the local 
rts! ‘ : 
oo ._. 1 = 
Whal were vour early gigs like then? 
(M) Manic, the early ones, fuck me, they were {ej 
mental. We played some right fucking mad 
gigs. : ‘ 
(AS) Were did you play, was it'just local stuff! 
when you stared? 
{M) Yeah, mainly Sunderland, y"know. 
(AS) Who did you play with? Was it just 
mainly vou lot? 
(M) Yeah, We played with some arty farty 
fuckers from Newcastle, JOHNNY FUSION, 
& his girlfriend did a fanzine, & everything 
was Johnny here, Johnny there, Johnny 
here... there’s pictures of Johnny everywhere 
(laughs). And we played this. gig; in Newcastle, 
right, & we says, “Can we support you?” And 
he went, "Righto”. And we just burst through 
the doors, just fucking took the guitars & r) 
equipment off everybody. just went on the ° 
stage, & just fucking went mental, And 
everybody went, “what the fuck’s that & 
about?", yknow. And he wenton stage & 
went "Ooh, ooh” & everyone fell asleep, so | 
think we finished him, He was a canny: Kid as 
well, to be honest, 
(AS) So what's happened to him, any idea? 
(M) L don’t know. But I think we finished his 
. career that night,- that was at The Bridge in 
Newcastle — cos he had a load of record 
company people there & we just took over. 
; a 
So when did all the hassle with the cops start? 
(M) Well, it was “Liddle Towers” wasn't it? 
(AS) Was it before “Liddle Towers”, or as 
soon as that single came out? 
(M) Once the single came. out, that was it 
mate, my fucking card was marked, fuck me. 
Kids got nicked for wearing the T-shirts, 
ywknow. : 
(AS) So whatdid the hassle involve? 
(M) Everything. It was mainly harassment. 
(AS) Did they used to come into your gigs? 
| (M) Oh, aye. They: came: to one at Newcastle 
University & they sat with a tape recorder 
(they had it hidden), bus they were sitting there 
with white shirts on and ties, right, and the 
Doc Martens, and like pretending to be fans 
(laughs). And { says, “Look at them fuckers 
there!” And we finished the set, and we were 
coming off stage and they both came up and 
| one says, “You're under arrest”. Ii says. “Oh 
ave, what for?” And he says, “incitement, to 
violence. And I’m gonna tell you that you'll be 


"(Mj Err... because we were signed to Polydoor 


r we got sacked (laughs). 
| (AS) So how did vou originally get signed to 


The Angelic Times fie 


reported for the offence.” 


(AS) So the gigs that they taped, are they now 
bootleg albums. or not quite? (Laughs) 
(M) I don’t know. But they played me 
something back, which 1 had said, and he goes, 
“That's incitement to violence.” | can’t 
remember what it was... 

a 
you did the. single yourselves — 


“Liddle Towers”? 


(M) Cos nobody would entertain us, y'know. 7 


Nobody wanted to know us, 


, (AS) So what was reaction to it like when it 


came out, like the press, what did they make of 
it? 

(M) [ think it gota lot of press coverage, and it 
got absolutely zero radio play..1t-got banned.-[ 
did believe. at the time, it was in the top 10 
banned records. | don’t know if it still is, but if 
was, y'know. : 

aes b ‘ 
How: did vou end up signing to Warners? 


& 1 had a problem with the security man and 


Polydoor? 

(M) Through Jimmy: Pursey 

(AS) So were you working in the pit up ‘til 
signing? 

(M) Oh no, I'd packed the pit in to see THE 
STRANGLERS, and I changed my shifl, 
which everybody done, and when | came in the 
overman said, “What've you come in for at 
this time?” [ said, “Oh, ’m going to see THE 
STRANGLERS.” He Said, “Fucking 
STRANGLERS! Fucking get home!” So | 
said. “Right, 1'm going home and I°m not 
coming back, so fuck you!” And | never went 
back. 

(AS) So what did your old workmates and you 
family make of it when you had a.major record 
deal? Could they believe it? 


) (M) # mean, it’s mint innit? When you go back | 


to old pubs and sit, with gadgics and that... 
(AS) Like this lot. (The rest of the band) 
(M) Like Tony, really old: ugly...anyway. it’s 


just mint, the cracks.always just the same, , 4 


¥ know (Latighs).- - 
. ae i, 


So when vou moved to London. is this right 
you shared _g house with Pursey’? 

(M). Yeah. 

(AS) What was it like living with Jimmy: 
Pursey’? 

(M) Well, he was outs wasn't he? He used to 
become different people. he would like take on 
their persona, one day he'd be like James 
Cagney. a gangster. and the next he'd be like 
Rudolf Nureyev, like the fucking ballet dancer. 


) y'know, like prancing about. And’ ] used to 


think what the fuck’s going on, y'know 
(laughs). | thought, he’s fucking nuts this cunt! 


= 


Do you seckon the carly 80's really were 
haleyon days of punk rock & Ol! ? 

(M) Well you just said Ol!, what the fuck's 
that all about?! We're a punk band y"know, & 
Idon’t understand what the OF fucking Ubing 
is; and if bands like CONDEMNED 84 & that | 
are Ol!, then I've got fuck all to do with it. 
y'know. So | doir’t like that being used as any 
sort of description cos that’s noi me, i's not 
imy group. 

(AS) Do you reckon thty were halcyon days 
then? 

(M) f incan it was mega. y"kiow. 1 loved the 
fucking shows. enn 


Who was most helpful & supportive when you 
moved to London? 4 
(M) I’ve got 10 say Jimmy Pursey did help us a 
lot. He did go nuts. but he did help us a Jot. 
y"know, and Pve got nowt really bad to say 
about him, | think bis heart’s in the right place: 
he’s a decent cnough fella. It’s just J couldn’ g 
understand him cos he would say things one 
inimute and then he'd do the opposite the next. | 
and he used 10 come out with some fucking 
crazy ideas, y know. Like when he was gonna 
join THE PISTOLS, and he says, “Oh you can 
be ihe singer in SHAM 69°. And I says. “I 

ain’! gonna be the fucking singer in SHAM 69. 
What the fick do | want to be the singer in 
SHAM 69 for? THE UPSTARTS is my band 

& that's”. 7 ae 


Who were the best_bands vou played with in 
the old days? 

(M) 1 liked] THE SKIDS, | played with THE 
SKIDS, THE SKIDS were good. | played with 
ADAM & THE ANTS, | think they were a 
good band. | inean | wasn’t really into them, 
y know. | played with TOM ROBINSON. | 
liked TOM ROBINSON, I liked ‘him asa 
person & [ think he’s sound. y"know. 

Who was really bloody awful that you played 
(M) Argh,,.aaime any of the dodge-pot bands, 
y know. any of them... 


Did you play with 

(M) 1 don’t think we ever actually supported 
them. | think we were on the same bill & that 
as them, y"know, I’ve got to say this: I love the 
early STIFF LITTLE FINGERS. But | think 
they just became whal we sel out ta destroy, 1 | 
think they becaine pop stars. fluffy towels *n’ 
that. y'know, 

(AS) Did you used to get on really well with 
them? Did you knock about with them? 

(M) I knocked about with them, but the one | 
knocked about with was Jimmy Reilly, he was 
the drummer & he was fucking excellent, 

¥ know. Hewas so funny. He was just like one 
af us. y'know. He sang on the songs. but so 
aid Jake & | never ever asked them if they 
were Catholic or Protestant. cos it didn’t mean 
fuck all to us, y’know what | mean? 

(AS) tt doesn’t here: it means nothing does i? 
(M) Yeah, it meant fucking nothing, People 
say to me, “What was he?” L say. “] dunno, | 


never asked him. | mean what fucking 
difference dovs it make?” But | also knocked 
about. al the same tite. with a kid ont ofa 
band called THE STARJETS. Teiry Sharpe. 
He was one hell of a fucking singer Terry. 

y know. he should have been a loi more 
successful than what he was, so should his 
band. 

(AS) I've got this video of THE UPSTARTS 
a( Holidays In The Sun & you're saying. you 
played with S.L.F that night. & you thought 
this band were as important as THE PISTOLS. 
Is that why, jusi because of the situation in 
Northern Ireland? 

(M) Yeah, because i thought what they done 
was fucking magnificent, when they made a 
stand. ¥"know. And | think to speak about the 
probleins of Northern Ireland. I think you've 
got to be from there and you've got to 
understand. So | don’t really waffle on too 
touch, ¥"know. Carol Collough slagged us off 
once for singing about “Last Night Another | 
Soldier”. but. J mean, it was kids from South 
Shields who got killed, y"know. So 1 felt 
entitled at that point 10 make a,..all | was 
saying was. it was working class kids who 
were dying. p ‘ 


Was there much hassle at those early gigs? 

(M) Alt ihe time, there were fights all the 
Tucking time. 1 dunno why. it was just like an 
occasion, y know. In the end. J think we were 
as bad as the audience, & sometimes we used 
to have a fight before we went on stage so it 
didn’t spoil the fucking show. & then we used 
ito continuc the fight after the show, fucking 
mad! We used to play Oldham Oddies, & 

there was trouble there. So next time we went, 
we fucking says, “There's some of them who 
caused the trouble, right”. so we attacked 

them, then we done the show. During the show | 
we had a fight with them, then it stopped, & 
after the show....& we got a police escort oul 

of Oldham, And then, you wouldn't believe it. | 
we Wenl & played the place again a month 
later! They must've fucking loved it! (Laughs) 
Like now, 1d say. “Fuck me. Tin not going 
back there”. Fuck me, we went back & we had + 
another fucking go. s" know (Laughs): fucks 
sake, Then we went to Blackpool & done the _ 


fl NEVER’ADNOTH 


HES EIGHTEEN AND HE WANTS TO. DIE HE WANTS 


SOME GLORY BUT THE PRICE 1S HIGH HE SEES THE | 
WAY OUT AND WANTS TO TOUCH THE SKY A STAR 
FOR TODAY AND A CORPSE FOR TOMORROW THE 
MEDIA LOVE HIM JUST FOR A DAY THATS ALL HE 
NEEDS TO PAVE HIS WAY HIS HOURS OF GLORY 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE TO LAST BUT IT ALL 
ENDED IN JUST ONE BLAST I AINT EVER BEEN 
NOTHIN I AINT-EVER HAD NOTHIN GONNA GO OUT 
IN A PUFF OF SMOKE | WANNA GO OUTIN A PUFFOF 
SMOKE | CAN SEE. HIM VIVID BANDOLIER SLUNG 
ROUND HIS CHEST MAKING HIS GRAND FINALE HIS 
FAREWELL TO US ALL WHY DIDNT HE SEE A 
FUTURE WHY NO BRIDGES LEFT TO CROSS IS IT ALL 
THAT EXISTED IN HIS MIND TO BE A STAR FOR JUST 
ONE DAY TO REACH THE POINT OF NO RETURN 
AFTER STARDOM FOR JUST ONE DAY NO TURNING 
BACK NO AFTERTHOUGHTS JUST A BULLET IN HIS 
CHEST ETE 


: ea 
In T recognised some of the kids from 
Oldham, so we got off the stage, me & the 
roaderew, & started fighting with the fucking 
kids from Oldham at Blackpoo!! I thought, 
fuck me, his has “ ta stop. y'know. Fucking 


in those early davs? Do vy 
genuine & sincere? 
; (M) I thought he was. Well there vou are. 
| speak as vou find, y'know, & I loved Garey 
Bushell, 
(AS) I never thought you'd say this, 
| (M) Well I fucking did, y’know. I just thought 
he kept the whole thing going, when 
everybody was turning against it; and once 
again, | thought he was similar to me when we 
stood alone, y'know. Some of the times I spent 
with Bushell & we used to talk & talk for 
fucking hours & hours about the way things 
were going, & I never got an inkling of 
anything. And even when he joined The Sun, 
right, & people were gobbing him off, I used 
to defend him, & | used to say, “He's only 
getting in there to establish a base, then...” 
(AS) Subvert from within? ai 
(M) Yeah, “& then you'll all fucking laugh on 
the other side of your faces, when he starts 
fucking taking over”, And it never fucking 
happened, y’know (Laughs), & I felt aright 
prick! 


(Lainey) And where i is he-now? The fucking ae 


Big Breakfast! 

(M) Is that where he is? 

(AS) Obi god, it gets worse! So do you font 
quite betrayed by him now? 

(M) } don know if betrayed is the right wate 
I feel very’ letdown. y'know. In fact; I feel let 
down with myself that I didn’t see what was 
going on, because for along time | couldn't 
accept it, 

(AS) Wattie was on about this, is this. true that 
Bushell used to write bad reviews under a 
different name — Jerry Harris? 


a a 


Tae 


AEM HR*EOh 


a. :' 
(M) Oh, { dunno about that? 


(AS) Waulie said he did it ta loads of bands & 
THE UPSTARTS were one of them, & he 
listed THE EXPLOITED, SHAM 69, 
SLAUGHTER & THE DOGS, coc KNEY 


reece aaa se 


it like doi “Teens po Wa 
TOP. OF THE POPS? 
(M) It was embarrassing wasn’t it? It was 
horrible. The only good imemory | have was 


~ when we were in the bar after the show & we 


all started getting pissed & made cunts of 
ourselves, Shouting at Wolfie Smith, “Power 
to the people!” & falling over tables & that. 
Grabbing Judy Zooks arse & her fucking, 
minder was gonna kill us; & shouting, after Dr. 
Who & he ran up the corridor, Oh 

mate... fucking hell... 

(AS) How did they treat you? 

(M) Like lepers! Like we had AIDS, y'know! 
It was horrible. 

(AS) Would you do it again, or nol? 

(M) I suppose so, just for the crack, y "know 
(AS) Just 10 grab that lasses arse again? 
(Laughs) 

(M) Yeah... 

(AS) Has it been on TOP OF THE POPS 2 


yet? / 
(M) I dunno...! haven't seen it... 
LM PNE en coum 


- Where. did vou play abroad in the early d 
g (M) [ played in America, Spain, Yugosla 


Canada...| mean when | went to. Yugoslavia, | 


4 thought it was fucking brilliant, y’know. It was 


a fantastic place: the kids were brilliant, & 
everything. And now they reckon. there's 
fucking loads of Nazis there now. 

(Lainey) f can vouch for that, 

bs Loads of fucking Nazis, y "know. Fuck 


; (AS) Were the gigs in Yugoslavia big? | can’t 
imagine many bands going over there. ° 
(M) We played in this sports hal] & there was 


a couple of thousand people there & there were 


<4 armed soldiers on the door. 
te, (AS) Mad! So what was it like in America 
ka when-you flist Went over? 
(M) A it was horrible when | fir ret went. 
Pa 
| (AS) What were the bands like? 
(M) Shit. They were horrible. 
(AS) Did you get to play with THE DEAD 
KENNEDYS? 
2 (M) No. | played with BLACK FLAG. 
(AS) Oh right. | was gonna ask vou about 
7 them, What did you make of them? 
(M) | thought the lad was proper nuts. | didn’t 


like the music at all, ight, We went for a drink 


with them & [ thought they were sound, But | 
just though the singer was mental. 
(AS) Henry Rollins, _ 


i 


(Nt) Yeah, he done this soundcheck & he said. 
“What do you think?” J says. “You're fucking 
inad!” He just went mental in the soundcheck. 
(Lainey) He stil] is! 

(AS) Aye. he’s pretty fucking imense. 

(M) I says. “You're fucking mad! You'll have 
a fucking heart attack, lad!” (Laughs) He goes, 
“But did you think | was good?” 1 said. “] told 
you, | think you're fucking mad”. He goes. 
“Oh, that’s good enough”. (Laughs) We did 


S play with some good bands. but I can’t 


reinember any settle naNNES. ¥ Acoli 


Qn to CORKROVEESY, How did your giz at 
Acklington prison come about? 

(M) We jnist wanted some publicity, & 
somebody said. “Well why don’t you play: the 
prison?”. cos we Knew a few lads in there. 
says. “Well how are we gonna get in, 

y know?" 

(AS) Get arrested, 

(M) He says. “Well ring up the vicar & say 
you re a gospel band”. 


realised you weren't! (Laughs) What did the 
blokes in the nick make of it? 

(M) They weren’l allowed to stand up. they 
had to sit down & they just politely clapped, 
eos there were loads of scrows there. There 
wasn’! Any screws When we went in, y"krow 
what I mean, & then when we started playing 
all the screws came in, loads of thei! 

(AS) Was Bushell there with you for that gig? 
(M) Aye. 

(AS) Was it scary? 


i 
(M) tt wasn’t something | would like todo; 
| again. | mean, fack me, when you were in 


where... 


(Lainey) Go to Cell 4, there’s your dressing A 


room! 

(M) Ave. fuck me. it was a strange gi B. 
ee : 

What was the audience reaction to 

pigs.head about the stage? f 
(M) Well, everybody just used to go mental % 
didn’t they? Especially in Sunderland, 
everybody used to try & cat ii. Hughesy & 
them. didi" they?! Aldh. mate it used to be 
fuckin’ ...some poor lass got knocked out in 
Sunderland once & we stopped using it after 
that, She got hil in the face with a fucking pigs 
head! 

(AS) Did you get banned from many places 
cos of it? 

(M) Everywhere! We got banned from the 
whole City of Newcastle (laughs). | dunno if 
We ever gol a total ban: but the police, if there 
were any rumours that we were poma play 
Anywhere. if they were licensed premises. the 
police used to put pressure on...& they always 
Wnste the SES. 


Whats was alll the hassle with “Brighton 
Boinbing” about? Was il about printing the 
cover or pressing the record or just cyerthing 
fo.do with it? " 
(M) Just everything 10 do with ii. There was 

hell on about it wasn’t there? I got tocked up 
cos of il. didnt 1? = 


(AS) Oh. right? 

(M) On Brighton beach. we were doing aN 
promotional video & I'd seen this bloke 
looking at us. & | says, “He’s gonna ring the 
cops. him”. “Nah, nah, itll be alright” & 
fucking the nex thing you know, they had 
fucking helicopters. a bloke came over ona 


; horse. fucking motorbikes. vans. light, 


everything, And then I.got arrested. 


ae ay 


Were you disappointed because Ure later 
albums. after “Two Million Voiges” didnt wet 
much critical acclaim? Were vou pissed off 
aboul thal? Bochuse pink secined to dive & no 
One was Belting any decent coverec. 

(M) Minm...yeah, it’s just one of them things. 
You ve got to remember right. when you're in 

a bard. if you have success. it’s only gonna RA 
last a couple of years, it doesn’t maker who 
you are. ¥ “know. 1 mean you-inight go. “Oh 
well, what about Rod Stewart?”, but the 
population of this country is GG:million. $0.1 
mean, how many people go on & on. You've 
got to accept il. vour Rime & popularity i] 
gonna wane. I've always said. when you're in i 
4 band like ours, Ifyou stick by vour guns. 
right, when you think there’s nobody - & it’s 
been proven - people will respoct you for your 


; 
E 


“Views, Even the other mob still have some sort 


of grudging respect for us. "know, 

(AS) Did you think they were all pretty zood 
albums, the ones after “Two Million Voices”? 
And be honest. 

(M) Sonre of thent wore shit. werent they’? 
(AS) | thought they were all alright, 

(M) Did vou? Oh well....1 thought some of 
them were shit, Bui then again. | don't like the 
sound of ny voice, 


: (AS) Which ones did you not like? 


(M) U didn’t like “Still From The Heart” 1 
thought some of the songs were really good. & 
they were slaughtered, Aud | didn’ Unink 
much of “Blood On The Terraces” or” “Lust 
Tango lin Moscow", 


; (AS) Whai went wrong with “Sill From The 


Heart” then? That's the only one | haven't got. 
(M) Well. it was just over-produced, wasiyl it? 
AS) Was that them in the shidio. or the resi of 
ihe band? 

(M) Well. the whole band went along with it. 
there was only me who didn’t want to do 

y know. 


Lasked THE SUBS this question. Why do. you 
tnainly only do old stuff live, & not mich pew 
sinff? 

(M) Because it’s basically what people wanna 
hear. 1m not one of these ones. “Oh right. this 
is iy new concept album”. Wihai’s what they 
wanna hear. then thar’s what lll do, y'know, | 
mean, we'll see how this new albuin oes. but 
Ido wap 1 do ct new Stuff. ¥ know. 


Inthe unlikely cv en of being made Prime 


§ Minister. what would you change? 


(M) Err... would make Kevin Phillips a 


! Kright of the Realm (imzhs). without doubt ¥ 
(Ave, for real... - Shocken, I'd pul all Lottery “SeASers 


money into the National Health System. titil it ha 


g, to pay al 

Avages, evervthing, And [think a a lot more =e 
people would buy the tickets, wouldn't they’? see GS Vuws* 
CAS) Linight, Pye never bought any up ‘til 
now, 

(M) UE buy the odd one...but...1 mean it’s a big, 
thing. Fuck the arts, I couldn't give a fuck! I 
would channel it all inte the N.H.S, until j it was 
put correct. Then T would start on mining 
villages & | would inject money into all these 
little places that are dying on their feet, And 
then, if | was successful Id fucking pass the 
teigns over to Peter Reid... 

€AS) (Laughs) [m sure he'd spend endless 
amounts of maney) 

(M) Ob wouldn't he?! Cos he loves spending 
him, The N.H.S would collapse. woulda’t it 

| ch?! There'd be one syringe between the lot of 
us! We'd be having fuckin’ babies on that 
table over there, Wouldn't we! Tit was left ta 
fuckin’ Peter. He doésn’L like spending it, 


} (AS) He's a really good speaker, I saw himat 

the Miners Gala in 1984. & Rinnock was 

speaking... 

(M) Argh! He's horrible him 

; (AS) When he wouldn't back the strike & the 
bands just stirted marching away & he was 

dying on his knees. And | saw Prescott a few 
years ago getting heckled by the Liverpool 

Dockers for the same thing, 

(M) He’s a big, fat hortible bastard! 


Do vou reckon Ti is the enium for the 


Masses” 

(M) Well. it’s just mass control innit? 

Everything’s controlicd now; your spending, 

what vou watch. .. 

(AS) What are vour favourite TV shows then? 

| (M) Err... favourite TV shows, 
CORONATION STREET... 

| CAS) Oh dear me, we're on about favourite 

ones, man! 

(M) [like CORONATION STREET & I like 

QUESTION TIME, but ! always like shouting 

| at the telly. 


| What do you make of New Labour? Did vou 
expect much from them? 

- (M) Is there a difference between them & the 
other mob’? 

(AS) Nope. Not much... 

{M) I think they're: the: lesser of two evils. 
that’s all [can saw. 

(AS) Did vou vote in. the election’? 

(M) No. 

(AS) De you think there are a. lot of people 
pissed off with ther? 

(M) Well, at the end of the day, there’s only 
certain individuals who represent us. isn’t 
there? Cos my dad told me, [always thought 
| ww Dad wasn't very clever, but my, Dad told 
me it was a waste of time voting cos they: 
would never change anything, At least with the 
Tories. vou know they are the enemy. I'd love 
to meet Tony Blair & say. “Are vou actually a 
Socialisy?” Beeause he couldn't answer the 
qiestion genuinely could he, cos hei ism tis he’? 
: (AS) No: not at alll... 

(M) So how did he come to bei in the Labour 
Party’? It fascinates me, But then again, there 
are so many of them, they're nor really fuckin’ 
anything to do with it. There's only the likes of 
Touy Benn, Dennis Skinner up toa point, but 
vou hear very little from Dennis now: there are 
the odd ones. The biggest disappointment was 
Scargill & how that wanker fuckin’ slated 
him. L wish Arthur had of stood! up for himself 
cos he’s sich a good speaker. What do they 
call him, that fucking twat, who buys.a 
fuckin’ £200: OBO Mae? 

tAS) Oh...erm...Mandelson, 

(M) Peter Mandelson — what a, fuckin’ snake! 
Anybody who can’t see he’s a fuckin’ 
snake...(Hev, that’s an insult to snakes! — 
Shocker). 

(AS) | thought Arthur Scargill would've got 
plenty of votes there but he didn’t 

(M) He didn’t nah. but the whole media are 
against him. And to me he’s the only one Pve 
ever heard who. whose political 
persuasion ..he only talks common sense. 


Cilture vulture time — what g your 


recommended books ¢€. films” 


(M) Books & filing. there's only one filin ain 
there, ever made, that was APOCALYPSE 
NOW, It’s still class innit? And books. Cm 
aetnally readiny the life of Trotsky at the 
minute, which is very interesting; He was a 

| proper anti-fascist vou know. & he liked a few 
binds om the team, he was a little bit bike me... 
(AS) (Laughs) Did he have a punk band? 

(M) He got his lithe outfit together & said, in 
basi¢ fuckin’ laymen’s terms, the nazis are on 
the sireets, so we've got to fuckin’ mash them: 
& T think it’s sound, v"know. But at heart (rw 
hot a communist, but if any of the ather mob 
ask, | always say bam. 

(AS) Just cos it infuriates them, (Laughs) 

(M) There are versions of it, whieh [ find 

| appalling, where everybody's got the wear the. 
same jacker & drive the same car. 
ma (AS) It’s fascism basically, aye. 
 (M) 1 don't like any of that, 


Chate to mention it — football. We've both got 
one mutual team, St. Pauli, luave v vou ever got 
to see them play? 
(M) I was really unlucky last time, we missed 
them by a couple. of Nours, vou know: but | 
haven’ tactually seen St. Pauli. 


Werte you anv paeery at footy at school? 
(M) Lused to play for the school team, | was.a 
bit of a Jack Charlton though: | wasn’t 
specificaily a goad footballer. | was good at 
Stopping other people: play: football. 
(AS) Would vou say hard but fair? (Laughs) 
(M) [used to get sent off, I cried like a baby 
when | got sent off once when | was a kid, cos J 
there was a bit of a dispute & | swore at the 
referee & | got sent afl & it broke my heart, | 
yun vi 7 


used 0 love playing. | used to think Iwas | 
Breal bul nobody cise did. y know. 

(AS) | think [was the same. jusi too slow. 
y'know, 

(M) But | had a very powerful shot & Iwas 
Very good al tackling. Nobody: got past ime. 
(AS) | can well imagine. 


I've gol 10 ask vou this: do yens you sills 
yoursel(as the Robert De Niro of punk? 
(Laughs) 


(M) | still think ma good-looking bastard. 
There isn'| any getting aw: ay from it, ) can see 
why women go wild. & Tony the Quitanst gers 
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— —_— | jealous cos mn is ugly. a hortible cunt. 
. a= — ear ~w 
What did yon make of the tibuie album “We > Last coutinions along las. What would you 


Are The People"? 
(M) 1 thought it was very good: | was over the 
moon, y know { 
(AS) What do you reckon were the best tracks? 
{M) En... liked the “England” one (by RED 
ALERT). J thought it was very good, | think 
they were all good. 1 wouldn't want to 
Specitically state anybody... 
(AS) I's. shaine Lainey’s here cos t was 
gota mention LEATHERFACE, | thought 
that was the best song. The recording wash’ 
great. but it was definitely the best song. il 
sounded just like them & You wouldn't have 
really known it was an UPSTARTS song. It’s 
just all this “Mighty Quinn” stuff in the 
fuddle: 1 dunno what that was about. 
(M) Yeah. it's great innit?! 
(AS) Mickey Quinn. maybe... 
(M) Mickey Quinn! A big fit rolly polly! 
Scouse git! 
(AS) Witha “ache & a toad of Gods horses 
A 
What was the lasl recone CD you bough 4 
(M) The Jnst record? CD | bought was 
EMINEM. Im telling ties, can | change that? 
WOODY GUTHRIE. 1 bought 2 new 
WOODY GUTHRIE CD. scat day. 


SIS Your grenies| success or proudest 
moment with THE ANGELIC UPSTARTS? 
(M4) Proudest moment & greatest moment... 1 
Think, in different eras... When we first 
Started. was when we done ROCK AGAINST 
RACISM th London. it was fantastic. And | 
think the greatest achievement was when we 
done the show at the George Robey when the 
Nazis had smashed bits out of the aiz & said 
we'd never play again, And | think that.avas 
the greatest achievement. fucking playing 
in. y know. obviously with the help of: 


Have vou gol any revrets, would you change 
nvihing? 

es. 1 do. { regret being 8 open-minded at the 
Sart & entertaining them, & | just wont 
enieriain them ‘how. | don't want to listen, 
they"ve got nothing 1 fuckin” say & basically 
they're all fuckin’ liars because the first words | 
Out of their mouths are, “Look I'm itot, 
political. but I just feckin’ hate niggers, jews, 
pakis. wargh, wargh!” You know what] 
mean? 

That's the whole thing with getting back to 
SECTION fuckin’ 52 & all that, It’s the same 
shit. They mast have sad fiackin’ tives & 1 
wont be involved in dialogue with them cos 
they're got nothing to say. 


How would vou like 19 be remembered? 
(M) I'd totally like to be remembered. right. 
nol for my singing Capabilities, cos 1 don’t 

think I’m really @ good singer. y"know. But T 
ain a good performer, So} think I'd like to be 
remembered for iny good performances. & my, | 
anti-fascist stance, and that'll do me. 


Many thanks to Mensi for taking the time to | 
do this splendid inter few. & cheers to 
Lainey for his help & sacrificing his karate 


REVI CODEYE #7 & #8. (23 Falkland street, 
ZINE ews. Middlesbrough, TS1 43H). 
— _ ‘Thes voming Usick & Fast (ooh baby) & are as 
SPREAD OUT #3, {£2 TO Via Simoni, 247900, fantastic as wsial, #7 features my hero Homer on the cover 
Rimini, Italy). sporting a mohicun & inside are views w/ THE PITS, 
Excellent bumper fanzine written in both English & habia MAJOR ACCIDENT & HUGH CORNWALL. Some 
that features the story of THE REBELS = Sunderland's hilarious banter, especially Subbuteo tales where Rob'd 
first pank band. Also has tour reports, punk/skwOl gig, paint the players heads pink so they were skinheads & 
record & zine revi plus the obligatory features on how. due to arguments, inost games would end up Boro ¥, 
fmavkem legends RED ALERT & RED LONDON. Glossy Middlesbrough — 1 ake it boih teams ended up lasing 
front cover featuring ‘Tony Van pissed out of his * ead with then! #8 stars FORRIGN LEGION & WORM w/a stack 
4 life-long mate) Ace. ol funny reviews, itteally is a bundle of laughs, 1 can’t 
recommend this zine enough. 
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.0.Box 66876, Portkand, Or 97290, USA). ‘ 
REL, ara WAR are Portland's mos ching ne EMENTED albums fe-released on 
punk band, kicking out 3 of ey oe Rb 
: pie dn CDsi in digipacks, w/ posters & bonus live 
Scandinavian HC. This is immense, total GISM cirea q cuts trom the legendary Klub Foot, Pure Bick, eecsions 
“Petestation”, mental thrash punk 6/ awesome haunting }y & offensive psychobilly which is funny but ihe vox are too 
a’ TeR Hiern Parc There’ sa a first — of only 200 much ~ if ELVIS was still alive today he'd be taniag in 
his grave! Guaranteed brain datmage — ~ bat it S only 
pertnanent.. $$$ 


TELIGIOUS WAR. = Asvlom E.P. {After The 


pure over et lopR& R wi 
trax off their debut LP Big Cock, live wax of their 
aie : : : , ; “ cl Japan: ir & 3 rare trax ineluding a god damn avefal 

4 nsensus Reality. 7 i : 4 ERS cover = oh na! I quite enjoyed this 
ct — 1951, W, Burnside # %; F fig : ¢ é ly te ale track, oad Feet & Billy. $83 


e 
j its For the _ 3x74 co 
rv él ts GSA Poriund, ORD. USA, ag ‘i 
ws ~ | WARMACHINE aint ex-members of ANTI CIME E MACC. LADS — Beo , Su. ips "n’ 
AG Hab BN) rie 2360 their singer is Sakevin nol GISM?s Sakevi ~ so don’t get (Harry May), ae ie Se SR 
oe f Eh up here's a re-release of THE MACC LADS debut 
. ae h, ET Re ERT 


your panties in a bunch buster! In faet they are % of 
DETESTATION & belt out Scandanavian style HC pun % album on pic dise CD in a digipack inchaidi 
vem j a % ne a poster wi a | 
Gio AP] = Mentalls sh nistic 2008, EP 4 p we see Lape "dase aie, S53 2p. oe > diary of notorious events by their manayer Slimy Git | 
% also cover oes 


: BoA aint hoard this tor years & it’s just as oflensive as ever, 
This ia the wew GLOOM T° & follows in the total noise 1 ATROCIOUS MADNESS (US)— Uses Of Haar EP if « j Ss eve 


RE? ener GLOOM he al soine Gay are still really funny tike Sweaty Betty. Miss 
" punk tradition, of their highly acclaimed) (2”, altho this aint Ares s Records), Macclestichd & England’ 's Glory, There are some great 
= quite as chaotic, The shart is exactly the same as the WHY § “PDis-dis-distort Portland” — 7 manic slices of Japanese. one liners “you're Gyes are heautifal brown, hows about 
» Bre h 12" =nice, & the Test follows in a similar DISCHARGE? style thrash on | neat 7; they're. even named afler a buying a round?” but Ali G was innier w/ you've got 
CONFUSE/ DISORDER vein, Great sleeve wi plenty of CONFUSE 7°, Whatfeally stands out are the great: beautiful eyes, can J touch them?! You'd think a band that 
ks studs, spikes & chaos; nice use of the old COR logo too, | cchtcational lyri, good to sae some repoliticisation af drive Vaushall Vewas w/ Go F ster Stripes, wear Brite 33, 
S383 | punk & dhe cool layout reminds. me of all those influential 


wy drink Boddingtons (piss) & are almost coekneys wouldn’t 
eed! Noise Hardcore |. anarcho punk, bands, $$$1/2. 


eed Ni ae ik Ren take themselves (hail seriously. Yet when I went to see 
Thisiy a re-release of GLOOM’S debut 7” on Crost War DECONTROL (CAN) FINAL MASSACRE (US) - 


them live they & the audience secined tolal bozos who 
; records. The title says it all really! $ cuts of total Split EP (Massakre Records). ‘ 1 J } ae as believed all this crap & Trevs based! his whole i uaage on ‘ er 
DISORDERY CONT'USH siyla distortion to dealhess, ¥ DECONTROL Kick things off w/ their Vision OF Death . ey eth BABB this & fooled no one. 8885 ee a 
musical lor these guys, on defimitely became mare « . sid2, a4 track [D-beat attack like 1E1.LKRUSHER/ is eg § Kesk Bis ah 35 é : a 
fodbeunstelendrs Sabana onal DISCARD/ DISCLOSE which can only be good. FINAL > : aa EMACC LADS - An Orifice A Genital (Out: 

MASSAKRE are pretty cool too on their Waves Of War < "4 ‘ MEN RNT Lot itted : Zak inhas 1986 — 1991) CD (Harry May vat —— 

“4 sidg, 3 trax of DISCHARGE-esque war songs. Nothin” | ! i ; A 17 track compilation of MACC TADS rarette 
A original but those mega studded & painted jackets look : : 


\ a 

t » a A 
Welk peop un gt hs v " Well folks dis is yet another voinp, of REDS AL "S 
cool as hell! $$3 1/2 Bagg hits, & the only people who aint heard these classic OF 


ree roger Phy GISM, hich ean he vat ae a t's venee cose yea . : , tax must have just gol oul of the nick alter doing 20 yrs ¥ 
fecommendation! $338 a THE RIFFS (US) —_White Line Kids 7 (Tumbstne if plus for surder! The majority of the trax here ure olf the 
Recs. The Riffy, 1951 W. Burnside #1951, Port i“ i Breakin’ All The Rules CD & A Session With The Lads, 
Z - Which was especially recorded for Radio Station W.AN.K | * 


LATION (JAP) — Love, Peace & § 2 EP (Destrov, Wy OR97209, USA). 
} @ TIE RIFFS are from Portland, USA & as expected are all” w/ 1.) Bracket, Also included are trax olf the Oi! Album, 4 


x) L122, BS) DIN, Bristol i th, ds kes, but this is really OLD school 77 style pun ‘| SHAM &aSuBS Rei Charliewra | = 
And the DESTROY empire: gous from strength to strength, studs & spikes, but iy i a cover & a cover Luring eirlre Wy wv! "THE STEAM PIG (Ei = p i 
i : rock & roll, 2 trax that plod along, all about life on the inassive rocklastic Solo [rom Tony Van. Great! $$S$ (Rejected). “rms ofa Obedions CD ‘ 


This is the first pelease by Stal?’ & is rather impressive, 7 ial, $8122 
F Japanese crust thrash punk wy coo) dual male! female vox | streets being g born to lase. Nothin’ spect mos ie Ae is { } ——y this the same day The Bohs won the Irish © ts 
| which reminds me of NAUSEA & DISAFFECT, plus ag PES NG , 3 fe ; VA A Proper Fucking Punk Album CD (Har 4s thal an omen as John Motson would say? Anyway 14 
SCATIIA: DOOM & HE LLBAS' VARD: plus the lyrix are 5 OOM — World Of Shit C.D (Vinyl Japa: cata Mav), Guts of fall on punk rock which reminds me ofvoarly: 
really sussed & political which certainly makes a pleasant s Well this is the last ever release trom DOOM, the seminal 4 Ooh what a rade title! Well like the RED ALERT CD, if #1 ENGLISH DOGS/ GBH THE WERNT, w/a touch of 
change. $$31/2, ace Y { Ht a3 crust/punk band - sob, sob. Anyway they certainly go out you aint heard this before you've either been doing 15 = Irish fotk for good measure, Blazing sound, good 
> essere mma EY Rake 7. with a bang & the legendary Tommy Cimex retums as top 20 ia the slammer or are a pre-puboscent OFFSPRING musicianship but some really bitter & resential lyria 
;; RASTARD (SCO) — Disce Mori DEMO: ag a Mae vocalist, The recording quality is great, some blazing trax fan, in Which case your life has been saved, This features Some grand songs, especially Motorhead @ Sain which 5 
suder Cottage, Kinnoir, Huntiv, Aherdeanshi 4 ) & grand lyris ~ more pessonal & misanthropic at times. old school classics trom THE RUTS & SLP, & street prank _is dedivated to Gousy who sndly took his own tif Sila 
B54 7YT, Scotland) There is.a scathing ¢ attack on ENT “no real trends just belters from THE UPSTARTS, PAR! TISANS. SUBS & 
PASTARD used to be BASTARD SON OF FUD, & have people to use” they are a laughing stock now anyway. REIECTS. There's a few duilers from 999, VIBRATORS 
= teamed up w/ 2 = ae _ bs = lesa cy The poster packaging doesn’t quite work & the — are | & THe a bat you ont it have it all can ya? For 
§ DIY crusty punk, Over 20 fast : wut on the old DISCHARGE typewriter but the 
aed song titles he Shaggin Barb Cartland i ecg ong ah rs = beites:dags, Yeuh it was good while it, 
¥ : bag ho ee | lasted, I've some very fond memories of drunken DOOM 
release on some Split EPs ied 3 Sina eenietein gigs, they helped change my life for the better & | made 
Sar pinning Ses hen 
y noisy & ¢ 


Ns By ChOugh, tie Iyrix do include Words rader than “bottom”. 
Included here are classi¢s like | Love Mace, Brevil Brevil, r? 
their hit single No Sheep “Til Buxton & Monkees — whieh {°° 
led to legal diiliculties, not for the first time. Comes ina 
os W/ pie dis CDR eral me $8312, 


ll) 
SPEEDEALER (US) - ¥s— THE SOCI JAL LEPERS 
re - ti ¢ 


Trials § 


Round One features SPE ZALER trom Texas, who 
used to be called R. 5 EALER but had te change 
their name as they were gonna be sued by R.E.O : 
SPEEDWAGON: They sock it w/ 2 slices of hyper-speed 


THE WARRIORS 3" album ina digipack wi a 
Vo! + Colour lyric sheeU/poster & the lirst 2,000 copies come wi 


: ply i future guys! $833 
R cover Bie. i get Se ee or 10 bonus live cuts. However, this aint as good as their punk rock & roll. For Round Two up swagger THE 
meee T. 2 goo 
"FAKE PATRIOTS (SCO) — “No Nonsense CD, E JET BOYS (JAP) - I Don’t Need Yeur Love 7” 4 carly LPs, the lads seem to be treading water musical SOCIAL LEPERS armed w/ 2 fisifuls of tacked up punk 
F ‘ this aint that catchy & they're certainly running out of rook — Drugstore Raid, & golden oldie — ldjit Midget, 


Result - knock cut! Saw ‘em deliver an awesome live set 
of fuck vou up & get high punk shock '— 12 tax in 16 
mins. & I'll never be quite the same again! Get it fast, 
fimmited to GOO copies on Virgin white wax, plus cool 
packaging oS have a rave & see who's ist...” $8$$ 


2" a bag Mi, say ~ bordering ¢ vat the it & reactionary 


, $ * 
ay ar, 
{Tendertain Rees, 3 Chapelfields, Ardingly Road, ~% : 4 af (Vinvl Japan), . 
Cuckfield, West Sussex, RN17 STR). <A Got an, easly pic disc by these crazy fucked up punk rock 
& roll guys & you know what? They aint changed a bit, 


Well I guess the €D tie sums it up, basic Ol" punk kinda 
The A ve s$ fOOGE S sivle manic garage hes the B 


“$0 y you hough pink was aad we're still frekin’ ‘ere 
fi & they launch into a tribute to Princess Diana’ 

1 Unbelievable. those who pay the most honrage are the 
AOL Oppressed. eared 538 


%. there's the add TEST TUBES style song for a laugh. Not 4 


wally ‘S880 
P bad bur no frills! $$$ 4 


= _ i 
L ED | AP) — Actions Speak Law ) E STATIKS (US) Dead Endy & Decudence CD 
Than Words EP (MCR). ; 


(Unity. Squad), 
This is pretty damn cool, THE STATIKS have the spirit & 
energy of the early US punk bands, think DEAD BOYS, 
THE LEWD & POISON IDEA Record Collectors era, 
Melodic yet w/ a raw edge & the lyrix are straight from 

| the heart & sum up the frustration & desperation of this 

| insane society. $$$3 


Y loud too, at ul straight 


$ eres a picky fold oue cover er plenty 
f° ‘thy punn & the singer is even wearing a Waitie 
style Surgeon blood:-splattered shirt —hew punk is hat?! 
| $3383 - 


J ed Planet PROMO Comp. CD. 

(£10 Cheques pavable to Red Planet, Cape House, First 
Floor, 787 Commercial Road, London ki}4 7G). 
T only got sent a prome for review featuring a handful of 
trax but this is all good socialist punk rock & a benefit for 
the Moming Star —not that | agree: 4/ everything it says, 
but it is Che only daily socialist newspaper. Included are 
classics like One Flag by RED ALERT & Days Like 

| These by RED LONDON, plus the legendary ANGELIC 
UPSTARTS, ATTILA THE STOCKBROKER, BLYTH 
POWER, SPIZZ ENERGI, THE INDESTRUCTABLE 
| BEAT & many more. Mighty fine stuff & well wort : 
checking out $838 


GRIF (JAP}— Know The Score CD (MCR), 
Yep, this is another GRIFFIN CD, they. are quite prolific 
& this comes in a neat digi-pack, THE GRIFFIN are: still 
going thru an identity crisis, some of this is pretty good 
street punk like THE RIJECTS, RED ALERT & MAJOR 
ACCIDENT; whilst other tray are exactly like THE JAM: 
| Some of it is too mod for its own good - quite worrying, 
altho there’s a MADNESS type song all about West Him, 
& rounded off w/ an insane rap! I’m more m dazed & 
confused than usual! $$$1/2, é 
—/7 aD 
HE PITS — Introdycing...CD (Rhythm Vicar). 
Well Pic. was right, this really does sound like the 
PISTOLS 2™ album — that’s if they'd stayed together for 
long enough to record it, The thing is, its blasted out of 
Sunderland 20 years later. This is total old school 70°s 
punk, & like all mackems they have revorded in a real city 
~ Neweastle, & Fred Purser has produced a great rich 
sound. The lyrix ate packed w/ sarcasm, parody & satire; 
& there are some grand songs here, National Anthem is a 
classic. Top entertaining live band too, kids. $$1/2. s 
Black Whole CD Si unker Recs). Included here, 
are.3 trax that are on their debut CD, Al) good 70°s punk 
+ rock but the recording is not as crisp & focused as the 

album, Also featured is the song that does everyone’s head 
, in--Paranoia, As Kinky Friedman says, if you stay 


paranoid for long enough you'll be right! $33. 
Ss, — 
THE GOLDEN GUI St RANDY CAPT, 
DYNAMITE HORNOCKER & HIS WORLD. 
FAMOUS LOADED HOODS ~ Split EP. (Ken Rock), 
These is only | thing better than coloured vinyl, & that’s 
| stylish splattered way, & this lil record looks. great, & 
sounds just as good, Untortunately this isa posthumous wee 
telvase, which sadly means that the GUINEAS are no 
more —sob, sob. But they go out w/a bang, delivering 2 
blazing cuts of punk rock & roll. The flipstde features 2: > 
COYOTE MEN playing’2 real lo-1i, low budget garage 
rock & rall ax. There's only 500 ‘af these babies se 


contact BRONX CHEER & vou might just be h 
punk. $$33. 


LESS —“...and I'll sce a never work again" taunted 
Florence C -D (Iron Man Recs). 


I never did much work before. Anyway these duds 
inchids the frontman ftom PAIN & assorted mistits whe 
erack out 10 tay of punk? ska/ reggae! dub/ metal/ funk? 

| rock? jazz. Really experimental & unique w/a great sound! 
&.a couple of AOS3 oldies, altho’ at times it misses the 
mark. A super colourlul package w/ some great articulate 
| anarchist lyrix “you're just human livestock, there's no 
| human race”, Nice one. 3331/2. 


| This ts a storming release, | tax of top notch OF in the 
| same: style as those vintage bands of the early 80"s — 
| BLITZ/ 4 SKINS? ATTACK, & there's even a SAMPLES: 
cover, Grand sound quality & cool lyrix about. life on the 
steels, Cracking stuff! $393 a 
2. ee " 
THE NEWTOWN. GRUNTS (SCO}— NAMBLA 2000 
Live Tape. (P.O Bow 14469, Glenrothes, KYT4YA, 
Scot}and). This live. recording captures THEE GRUNTS at 
their high energy/muche drinko best, They kick off w/ a 
 skapunktastic cover of SOLIDARITY, there's a few old 
classics here & some catchy “n” crackin’ nesstufT which 
will be on their new “4K” LP. THE BOTTLE is grand, as 
is JIM DAVIDSON - glad they tell these Tory cunts 
where to go. If you listen closely you. can hear the girls 
whispering to cach other about Nomi, as their boytriends 
| grit their wath! This is out now on CD for £2.50. ppd. $883 
the PUNK SHOCKER address, mark envelone F.A.O 
Thee Ch . 
| This 13 band 27 track comp. was recorded live during the 
He last 2. weekends of The Tap Of Lauriston’s long & 
distinguished history. It was the:coolest & punkest pub 
I've ever been to, met some truly great friends here & saw 
| Some sensational bands, Included on this CD are some of 
“em — NEWTOWN GRUNTS, EXCATHEDRA, GIN 
GOBLINS, UNIQUE FREAK, GREASE MONKEYS & 
many more, It’s such a sad day that it was all ended by 
greedy bastard businessmen who don’t have: the souls of 


Mi 


Man/ P. ALN. _ Records). ; 
Thisis PAIN’s 2™ album & is tep Gases punk /reggae. 
ddubé ska wi intelligent Iyrix & an awesome sound, There 
are a few golden oldies here. w/ some-cool samples & 
plenty of references to weed —[ don’t think they mean 
dandelions! A neat colourful package w/ a spot on 
communiqué about this country’s war on anyone different, 
This really stands out from the crowd of bland 
deploiticised punk rock medigerity. $333 


Popsicle Records), 
‘This isa 19 track coinipiling a decade af TORIC 
NARCOTICS he 


Well dis isa cracking LP from these ily Beers, 17 tax 
of punk rock mayhem that’s catehy & ¢ 


ing 
toc Save Our Cider, Threshers Fund The Palice 
B & Loonies In The Bus Station — 1 only hope Kim Wilde is | 
a ‘here: Yep. plenty of drinking songs, “remember the day 
your liver died, remember the day your brain cells dried™ 
& even a wover of Haps & Barley which will always bea 
WAT TYLER song, | don’t care ‘what the mackeins say. 
‘Hilarious front cover starring one handsome bald geordie, 
& the funniest song of all is The Last Of My Mobicans, & 
to Gank | used to look like one of THE CASUAL TIES! 
Pass the loony beer, hie? 3885 - 


cs mahpeieertager beta Gerba os. oe 
homebre ie Sateen hese S312. | 


corhes the long-player, 10 shies af 
pure punk in one new package w/ a booklet & poster = 
wow? Not only do D.0.A.R blast oui chy punk rock but 
they also tackle the weual topies < TV sedation, 
MuckDonalds throwaway culture & corruption = in an 
intelligent & articulate sanner, & you know that they are G 
Sincere. This is both positive & inspirational. DIY punk jg 
Tock is where i's at kids, pank stiff belangs to the panx & J 4 
Hot the businessmen, Oh one last paint, good to heara 
feck en one, we just have 9= 3, Twas there 4 


rea litiic disappointing when compared to their , 

splendid LP. They do a vere unclassy version of THE 

TS Heeves classic, & manage to sound lik 
band. The Last Post is more Wi & all about punk & 
Ra pasties, On the Mipside are Brighton's ANAL BEARD wi 

their experimentaly indie sound w/ berix that aie a 
amusing about a Tight Fit Reunion Coneert (God Spare us) 
_ & clases wi a Hitting wibute to Jan Dury =F 


‘4 


Lauriaaa coronal bring to ae ry DIRT ry the TORSON 
GIRLS, i's prety cool punk rock alright & the tyrix are 
sound & well thought out, Also featured are some rough 
practive trax w/ FLUX & THROW BRICKS AT 
COPPERS covers. Rumour has it hat ‘Thee Stay’ 
younger (win brother is t 

i penne cece 
LIFE’s A RIOT: 


Tos the Frozen North Peel, during wintertime anyway) 
here vores @ 6 track debut’ 7” in a neal patelokd cover 
from anarcho-pons LIFE’S A RIOT? I reckon their 
intwenees are NAUSEA/ ANTISECT/ HEALTH 
HAZARD) DIRTY CRASS, but they have a sound ail of 


inp Y 
murdered on the streets of Seattle in 1993. Thaviks go oul | 
to Mr Prive & Jitn Blunt for getting ie into dhis band: Mr 
Price was right of course, Mia lhad such a great voiee, she 
a ha¥e Sung iin any type of band, EAPO j 


op - < fuck! Top of oF the class ae 
MOURNINGSIDE, DUMPSTER JUNKIES, DEAD 
PEDESTRIANS & ENTROPIHY who all crank out cool a; 


creative punk yo 
a PROFITS, THE SHORT LIVI NOCKERS, & 


copies, F cane rho ate great re sn of ‘heir 
Precious Blood debut 7* & previously unreleased trax, 
Kitking offw7 Whirlwind which is incredible, the vovals 
Send a shiver down iny spine, However, it is the quality of | 
the live trax that put this album in a class all of its own, iit 
cerlainly is time to “Kick some but as the band stern 
from one song straight into the next, This simply blew me 
away & confirms what] always knew in my heart of 
hearts, that THE GITS were an exhilarating five band. 
Mia’s Iyrix are really special (00 & this sums up what they 


200d to See some active female involvement in punk rock, 
A GLOBAL THREAT & THE STATS belt out raw UKS2 ) 4 
punk, whilst the rest aint really my img of cider, Boston 
certainly seems to be a happening scene Fight now & this 
is a damn fine ee but Ase feckaging 3 as rather 


miniinal. $3$$ were alll about — 
“] was working ina shit hole one day, 
\ Fanzine e Review. | some fool came Up to me & said “You'll make a sar With | 
a el that band”, 
W PUNK} BASTARDS: 03. {P.O Bus 197, Stogor, N { said “It's noi why we're doing this, 
60475, USA). Why can’t you fucking ret it 


The album is rounded eff w/ the vere instrumental Daily 

Broad which The Prenehinen of 48 later re-recorded 

adding Mia's lyrix, The faet that the band ended x0 

TAPES. plus interivas w/ REHASH, ARMISTICE & trigivally makes me wanil to broak down & ery. This LP is 

_inore. Plenty af reviews & ads too. ee absolutely essential, believe me you will treasure it, $883$ 
K are THIS ISSUES BEST BUY. 


ae aaa, Sala 


Pretty ne ball really enthusiastically put together punk 
eit & paste Zine. Features imterviews w the g guys beland 
RIPPING THRASH ZINE & B.B.P RECORDS & 


SOME LIGHTS BURN TOO BRIGHT... ” 


THE GERMS. Where do you start? I heard them for the first time in 1979 on a one-sided 
picture disc called “Yes L.A.”. It was a primitive-looking thing, barely a picture, and the 
Music was stripped to the bone in accordance. The American punk scene had caught my 
attention. Whereas its U.K, counterpart had floundered it still had that edge, it was still 
underground. The bands were hungry, undisciplined, angry. The way it was meant to be. 
British punk had lost its way, in less than two years its soul had been stifled . . . recording 
contracts, tours, money... by then it had gained a degree of acceptance. Punk rock was 
no-longer a threat, merely a bunch of freaky-looking kids. In L.A. punk was still in the 
gutter. The scene was raw and real. 
The Germs track in question was called “No God”. It began very softly—a simple 
a line—but hese was teplaced by a mean-sounding riff, then a barrage of drums and 
“ay intense, growling vocals. The song was chaos, unadulterated 
mm chaos. The words weren’t clear but the sentiments were. 
3 ay No God. No law. No mind control. I dug a little deeper. 


heard the first single. It was awful. The second however, 

“Lexicon Devil”, was like’a totally different band. There 

were three songs, including “No God”; each one a minor 

a. Masterpiece. My supplier had sent me the lyrics. They were 

agi” dark and seemed full of meaning. They described a tortured 

soul in a world full of hate and stupidity. The words were slicing through the bullshit, 
nevertheless, with a strong sense of ego. This tortured soul controlled its own destiny. 

_ Even if that meant oblivion. 

The lyricist was Darby Crash. Chaotic master. Demonic flasher. The man was clearly 
a troubled genius and many things besides. An LP was soon released on Slash—the label 
that unleashed “Lexicon Devil”. The sound was more cultured, a tad more controlled, but 
the lyrical edge remained. The sleeve was black with a big blue circle, the symbolic 
trademark of Mr Crash. What it meant, I wasn’t quite sure. Nobody seemed to know. 
Then on the back I saw the band: Loma Doom—the blank-looking bass player; then Don 
Bolles—the tripped-out drummer; next, Pat Smear—the cunning axeman; and Darby, of 
course, with those piercing eyes. I played the record over and over. Each time I uncovered 
hidden meaning. Its layers were peeling away before me. 

The next I knew it was over. 

Darby Crash had been found dead. It was a while since 
the album’s release, but since I’d played the thing non-stop 
it seemed like no time at all, Another Sid Vicious? Well, 
hardly. Nevertheless a similar demise. Another soul destined 
for minor celebrity. The world wins once again. 

But sooner or later it always wins. Darby knew this all too 
well. Everything goes around in circles. The sheer futility} 
becomes a death wish. we 

What we were left with was a legend. A band, an attitude, a few years of madness. 
Seek out “The Decline Of Western Civilisation,” preferably the movie. Watch Darby 


aI unavailable. I wrote here and there and got hold of a a tape. I 


® of his mind. Listen to him describe his excesses. You know 
it’s all for real. 
Check out the soundtrack, still available, listen to 
“Manimal” and it’s dark, brooding lyrics . . . 
I came into this world 
| like a puzzled panther 
_ waiting to be caged 
but something stood in the way 
I was never quite tamed. . a 

Naturally there were posthumous Runes Slash released “What We Do Is Secret”. 
There were a number of ropey live bootlegs, most notable of which was “Lion’s Share”, 
a so-called Australian “Fan Club” release with exerpts from their last show at = 
Starwood on one side and tracks from their last studio recordings on the. othe 
studio tracks were the “Cruisin’ sessions”, again recorded 
for a movie soundtrack. “Not All Right” has been covered 
many times, way before it’s official release, 

But the stories live on as much as the music. Check 
‘out “A History In Cuttings” if you can find one, Check out 
the “Cat’s Clause” 10” too, worthwhile for the sleeve notes 
alone. Darby reached places the band’s music couldn’t— | 
he’s on the insert of “Live At The Deaf Club”, wrestling 
with a section ofthe crowd. The Germs didn’t make the \ 
final cut. _ : 

So, for all you people out there ns like I did, digging deeper, be erate 
for a sonic assault that’s low on tunes but high on acidity. You wil/ need the the lyrics on 
hand, you will need to understand alienation. Otherwise, you just need your own mind. 
Remember to use it. 


MR. PRICE. 

Selective Discography ; 

“Forming” / “Sex Boy” 7” - What? Records 1977 

“Lexicon Devil” / “Circle One” / “No God” - 7” - Slash Records 1978 

“No God” - track on “Yes L.A.” 12” picture disc - Dangerhouse Records 1978 
“Manimal” / “Dragon Lady”/ “Strange Notes” - on “Tooth & Nail” - comp. LP - 
“G.I.” LP - Slash Records - 1979 Upsetter Records 1979 
“Germicide” - Live bootleg LP of an early show at the Whiskey-a-Go-Go 1977 
“Rock‘n’Rule” - Great live bootleg LP of their show at The Masque Xmas Party 1979 
“Forming 2” - better version on “What Is It?” comp. LP - What? Records 1980 

“What We Do Is Secret” studio / live 12” EP - Slash Records 1981 
“Lion’s Share” - Australian “Fan Club” LP - Ghost 0’ Darb Records 1985 
“Cat’s Clause” - Live 10” - Gastanka Records 1993 
“M.LA. - The Complete Anthology” CD - Slash/London 1993 

“M.LA.” isn’t guite complete, so if you want that plus the three early versions of 

LP tracks from “Tooth & Nail”, just drop me a 90 minute tape plus SAE to: 
Mr Price, 22 Church Road, Trimdon, Co. Durham, TS29 6PY. 


m@ careering around the stage, demanding a beer, smashed out _ 
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CORRUPTED STORIES, BLACKHEARTED REPUTATION 


GOOD YOUTHFUL AGGRESSION , 


<A 


SPEED A AND y ALCOHOL CONSUMPTIS 


{ * sh other uth. 
Rrper ee Darby doesn't | 
dance m h: he simply staggers forward, 
- * lV backward. attentive to some inner music. 
~ like the dying of his brain cells. Within the 
> Fy A — year. the rest of him will be dead. of over 
| looking \ik ; : <a " dose and en enews. at 2. 
war in whic at 


b Le. mncct’ { 


MY IDEAS 0S ARE Porson , 


Ve WANT: $0) | THING: =; MORE THAN DESTR 
if p 


a 


B 1 KNOW MY PAST, I SNOW MY FUTURE 
4 


PE pn ) 
: ee ae Sal 


“As for a pigs go, ’ma genius... 
y one day *\1 pray to me”. 


——e oe) 


 GERYS 


RETURN! DECEMBER 3. STARWOOD 
CORRUPTED: STORIES, es as i 


SPEED! AND y ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION 


a ‘WHEN MY CON: 


th other with. 

o}' Ol Dumper cers. Darby deesn't 

dance muck: he simply staggers forward. 

aoe * Vbackward. attentive to some inner music. 

like the dying of his rain acells, Within the 

} year, the rest of him will be dead. of over 
| looking like & doge and ennui. al 2. 


war in which he was the only garccarer EC) e : - Y 


| We omccet: | the > HEN LATA 


} “AS for a pigs go, ma genius... 
one day you'll pray tome”. 
Darby a. 


